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ALLIED: MONTHLY BULLETIN ISSUED BY IMCTC

SECRETARY-GENERAL OF IMCTC RECEIVES US 
CENTCOM CHIEF OF INFORMATION OPERATIONS
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Secretary-General of IMCTC, Major-General Mohammed Saeed Al-Moghedi, October 
19 of 2021, received Colonel Andrew Whiskeyman, Head of Information Operations 
at the US CENTCOM and the official delegation.
Colonel Whiskeyman was fully briefed on the IMCTC counterterrorism efforts across 
the four main domains (ideology, media, military, and combating terrorist financing), 
and coordination roles across the IMCTC member countries. The two parties dis-
cussed the avenues of joint interests of the two sides. 

ONLINE MEDIA NETWORKS 
OF TERRORIST GROUPS 

FORESIGHT INTO FUTURE 
OF VIOLENT EXTREMISM

IMCTC SHINES OUT AT THE 
RIYADH INTERNATIONAL 

BOOK FAIR 2021

Secretary-General of IMCTC, Major-General Mohammed Saeed Al-Moghedi, received 
Deputy Minister of Defense of Malaysia, Dato Seri Ikmal Hisham Abdulaziz, along 
with the official delegation at the IMCTC Headquarters, October 11 of 2021. The two 
sides discussed avenues of joint cooperation between IMCTC and the State of Ma-
laysia
Major-General Al-Moghedi highlighted the great contributions of the State of Malay-
sia made to counter terrorism and combat violent extremism of all manifestations in 
the East Asian region and the continued efforts to eliminate extremism and renounce 
violence. His Excellency Deputy Minister of Defense of Malaysia paid tribute to the 
great efforts of IMCTC in maintaining the interests of the IMCTC member countries, 
highlighting the resounding achievements notched up by IMCTC across the four key 
domains. 

DEPUTY MINISTER OF DEFENSE
OF MALAYSIA VISITS IMCTC 



IMCTC PARTICIPATIONS

Under the auspices of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz, the Riyadh International Book Fair 2021 
was resoundingly launched, for a ten-day period, joined by about 
a thousand Arab and foreign publishing houses, coming from 28 
countries. The Riyadh International Book Fair 2021  is an important 
cultural and festive event across the wider region, attracting sea-
sonal visitors, making massive sales, holding flagship programs of 
diverse cultures, and engaging key publishing houses worldwide. 
Self-enthused, IMCTC evinced robust engagement in the Riyadh 
International Book Fair 2021 at a special pavilion, in which it 
received eminent and highly respected figures, including princ-
es, ministers, ambassadors, delegates of the IMCTC member 
countries, and thousands of multinational visitors, citizens and 
residents at home and abroad in addition to the hourly exhibi-
tion-goers flooding the venue. Comfortably set up, the IMCTC 
pavilion swarmed with keen visitors flipping through the IMCTC 
featured publications, including AL-TAHALOF MAGAZINE, ALLIED 
BULLETIN, INTERNATIONAL REPORTS, and BOOK REVIEW. The 
walk-in visitors were provided with a detailed explanation of the 
IMCTC activities, domains, and efforts in combating extremism 
and countering terrorism.

Visitor List
The list of visitors to the IMCTC pavilion included His Royal High-
ness Prince Turki Al-Faisal, Chairman of the Board of Directors of 
the King Faisal Center for Research and Islamic Studies, and His 
Royal Highness Prince Ahmed bin Fahd bin Salman Al Saud, Dep-
uty Governor of the Eastern Region, His Royal Highness Abdul-Ilah 
bin Abdul Rahman bin Nasser bin Abdulaziz, His Highness Prince 
Bandar bin Salman bin Mohammed Al Saud, His Highness Prince 
Khalid bin Thunayyan Al Saud, and His Highness Prince Faisal bin 
Abdulaziz bin Ayyaf, Mayor of Riyadh Region.
The list of visitors to the IMCTC pavilion also included His Excel-
lency Dr. Walid Al-Samaani, Minister of Justice, His Excellency 
Eng. Ahmed Abdulaziz Al-Ohali, Governor of the General Authority 
for Military Industries, His Excellency Dr. Majid Al-Qasabi, Minister 
of Commerce and Minister of Media and the official delegation, 
His Excellency Dr. Atef Abu Seif, Minister of Culture of the State 
of Palestine, and His Excellency Thomas Paul, Ambassador of the 
Kingdom of Norway to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Other highly respected figures included His Highness Faisal bin 
Turki Al Saeed, Ambassador of the Sultanate of Oman to the King-
dom, His Excellency Sheikh Ali Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Ambassador 
of the State of Kuwait to the Kingdom, and His Excellency Basem 
Abdullah Al-Agha, Ambassador of the State of Palestine to the 
Kingdom. 
Equally important, other famous figures included His Excellency 
Dr. Abdul-Rahman bin Abdulaziz Al-Sudais, General President of 
the Presidency of the Affairs of the Grand Mosque and the Prophet 
Mosque, His Excellency Major-General Dr. Ali Al-Duaij, Command-
er of King Fahd Security College, and the official delegation, and 
His Excellency Dr. Ahmed Al-Amiri, President of Imam Muhammad 
bin Saud Islamic University, and His Excellency Dr. Abdul Majeed 
bin Abdullah Al-Bunyyan, President of Naif Arab University for 
Security Sciences. IMCTC also received a high-profile delegation 
of delegates of the IMCTC member countries.

Maiden Participation 
Secretary-General of IMCTC, Major-General Mohammad Saeed 
Al-Moghedi, stated that IMCTC made its debut participation in local 
and international exhibitions of culture and publications; such a 
full-scale engagement resonates with the IMCTC awareness of 
the paramount importance of culture in counterterrorism efforts 
made to demythologize extremist misconceptions, while protect-
ing society from such associated threats.
Secretary-General highlighted that the IMCTC pavilion has turned 
into an important cultural platform to refute terrorist ideologies, 
sensitize the general public to the detrimental impact of such a 
lurking menace to the entire world, and attract multinational vis-
itors of different age groups, especially youth. Of great note, the 
IMCTC pavilion was impressively flooded with avid and curious visi-
tors, who were introduced to the IMCTC ideological and media pub-
lications, made by celebrated writers and subject-matter experts in 
cultural, ideological, sociological, psychological, media, economic 
and military interdisciplinary domains. Major-General Al-Moghedi 
also spelled out that IMCTC in partnership with friendly countries 
and international organizations dispels the myths of terrorist ide-
ology and establishes a common media discourse to better provide 
cogent counternarratives to extremist ideologies, exposes such 
mendacity and informs public opinion of associated threats.

WITH DISTINGUISHED PARTICIPATION AND GREAT CELEBRATION 
IMCTC SHINES OUT AT THE RIYADH INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR 2021
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IMCTC PARTICIPATIONS

IMCTC Digital Library Visitors Double
The number of visitors to the IMCTC digital library increased by 
700%, following the IMCTC participation in the Riyadh International 
Book Fair 2021. As revealed by a comparative statistics-based 
study recently conducted by the Monitoring Unit of the IMCTC Media 
Department, the visitor index increased by such a large percentage 
driven the IMCTC engagement in the Riyadh International Book Fair 
2021. As such, the awareness campaigns carried out by the IMCTC 
came to fruition; large numbers of audience and readership have 
grown more avid to learn more about the IMCTC counterterrorism 
efforts and seminal publications.
The study covered the period (01/09/2021-18/09/2021) , which is a 
sampled timeline trajectory to quantify the IMCTC digital library vis-
itors before the start of the Fair. The results reveal that the number 
of visitors has remarkably increased as shown in the chart below:

IMCTC Makes News Headlines in Saudi Press
The Saudi media splashed the IMCTC activities at the Riyadh Inter-
national Book Fair 2021. The IMCTC Media Department learnt about 
17 newspapers, websites, news agencies and television channels, 
highlighting the IMCTC activities at the Book Fair, including Al-Ri-
yadh, Al-Madinah, Makkah, Okaz, Al-Youm, Al-Khaleej, www.sabq.
org, www.alyaum.com, www.ealameuon.org.sa, & www.alhadath.
net, www.gph.gov.sa, www.spa.gov.sa, www.una-oic.org along 
with the Al-Ekhbariyah TV channel and the Saudi TV channel.
Al-Jazirah Newspaper stated that one of the advantages of the Ri-
yadh International Book Fair 2021 is the designation of a large pavil-
ion to display a informative package of our global security achieve-
ment, with our friends from brotherly and friendly countries, best 
showcased by IMCTC, founded by HRH Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman in 2015, with Major-General Mohammed Saeed Al-Moghedi 
acting as Secretary-General of IMCTC, which provides prolific and 
seminal detailed explanations to the exhibition-goers and walk-in 
visitors about the IMCTC counterterrorism efforts, courageously and 
efficiently led by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Featuring IMCTC IN TANDEM WITH THE SAUDI LEADERSHIP, Ibra-
him Al-Majed wrote in Al-Jazeera Newspaper that IMCTC is one 
of the success stories on which we pride ourselves resoundingly 
notched up by our country and our leadership; the Kingdom is 
always racing against time to establish security for the entire 
nation, not just across the Kingdom. Such international acclaims 
are thankfully telling evidence of the outstanding leadership 

of the Arab and Islamic World, par excellence. Asir Newspaper 
highlighted that one of the qualitative tracks accompanying the 
Riyadh International Book Fair 2021 was its transformation into 
an important cultural platform for debunking terrorist ideologies. 
IMCTC keenly sensitized the multinational visitors and guests of 
different age groups to such a substantial threat danger looming 
large on the horizon across the world and introduced the counter-
terrorism efforts. 
SABQ digital newspaper paid tribute to the important cultural, 
ideological and media messages of the IMCTC pavilion, providing 
detailed explanations to the visitors about the mandate which 
IMCTC is entrusted with and the counterterrorism efforts and oth-
er key contributions. The establishment of IMCTC, inspired by the 
initiative of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, aims to coordinate the 
efforts of the Islamic World in confronting extremism and counter-
ing terrorism.
Al-Riyadh Newspaper featured the high-profile visit made by Dr. 
Abdul Rahman Al-Sudais and his emphasis on the seminal impor-
tance of publications in educating the entire nation, the vital role 
of IMCTC in counterterrorism, the high prestige of the Two Holy 
Mosques along with their sublime message, and the concerted ef-
forts of the rulers, may Allah safeguard and protect them, in their 
development efforts. 
The Saudi Press Agency (SPA) highly commended the IMCTC pub-
lications in Arabic, English, and French about countering terrorist 
ideology. It also showed that IMCTC distributed 20,000+ copies to 
the Book Fair multinational visitors to keenly inform the general 
public of the IMCTC mandate. The Agency also highlighted the 
IMCTC model to educate the multinational visitors, giving them 
much support to stave off and steer clear of extremism. It also 
highlighted the engaging model designed by IMCTC to attract visi-
tors and the interactive screen that displays its key goals, publica-
tions and achievements.
www.ealameuon.org.sa stated that a high-profile delegation from 
the Saudi Media Association visited the IMCTC pavilion at the Book 
Fair and was warmly welcomed by the IMCTC pavilion staff. The 
delegation members were provided with several IMCTC publica-
tions as seminal references to be deposited and shelved at the 
Association library.
www.khaligyoun.com played a featured video clip about the 
IMCTC robust engagement at the Book Fair, which is highly com-
mended. 

NUMBER OF IMCTC DIGITAL LIBRARY VISITS BEFORE AND AFTER IMCTC ENGAGEMENT IN 
RIYADH INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR 2021

517

792

60101

NUMBER OF VISITORS BEFORE 
AND AFTER BOOK FAIR 

NUMBER OF VIEWS BEFORE 
AND AFTER BOOK FAIR 

VIEWS BEFORE BOOK FAIR VISITORS BEFORE BOOK FAIR VISITORS AFTER BOOK FAIRFAIRVIEWS AFTER BOOK FAIR
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HRH Prince Ahmed bin Fahd bin Salman bin Abdulaziz, 
Deputy Governor of the Eastern Region

Major-General Al-Moghedi presents to 
Prince Khalid bin Thunayyan Al Saud 

IMCTC Publications 

HRH Prince Abdul-Ilah bin Abdul Rahman 
bin Nasser bin Abdulaziz is highly 

impressed by the IMCTC publications.

His Highness Faisal bin Turki Al Saeed, 
Ambassador of the Sultanate of Oman to 

the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Delegates of the IMCTC member countries 
touring the Riyadh International Book Fair

His Excellency Major-General Dr. Ali 
Al-Duaij, Commander of King Fahd 

Security College along with the official 
delegation.

His Highness Prince Bandar bin Salman bin 
Mohammed Al Saud

His highness Prince Faisal bin Abdulaziz bin Ayyaf, Mayor of Riyadh Region, 
is being presented a set of IMCTC publications

IMCTC PARTICIPATIONS

IMCTC PAVILION SHINES OUT AND RESONATES WITH FAMOUS FIGURES AT RIYADH INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR 2021
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HRH Prince Turki Al-Faisal, Chairman of the Board of Directors of the King Faisal 
Center for Research and Islamic Studies (KFCRIS), visits the IMCTC Pavilion

Sheikh Ali Al-Khaled Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Ambas-
sador of the State of Kuwait to the Kingdom of 

Saudi Arabia, visits the IMCTC Pavilion

His Excellency Eng. Ahmed Abdulaziz Al-Ohali, 
Governor of the General Authority for Military 

Industries is being briefed on a virtual tour 
through the Miniature IMCTC Headquarters 

His Excellency Sheikh Al-Sudais: IMCTC is 
a shield bedrock to well protect the nation 
from deviant ideologies and a platform for 

moderation 

His Excellency Thomas Paul, Ambassador
of the Kingdom of Norway to the Kingdom

of Saudi Arabia

Sheikh Ayed Al-Qarni: Great efforts are 
made by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
to provide better service for Islam and 

Muslims

His Excellency Dr. Atef Abu Seif, Minister of 
Culture in Palestine and His Excellency Mr. 
Bassem Abdullah Al-Agha, Ambassador of 
Palestine to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

His Excellency Dr. Majid Al-Qasabi, Minister of Commerce and Investment and Minister 
of Media, is being briefed on the IMCTC efforts by Major-General Al-Moghedi 

IMCTC PARTICIPATIONS

IMCTC PAVILION SHINES OUT AND RESONATES WITH FAMOUS FIGURES AT RIYADH INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR 2021
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ONLINE MEDIA NETWORKS OF TERRORIST GROUPS 

LECTURES

Terrorist groups have a whole host of online media outlets and 
networks, through which they promote their ill-intentioned ide-
ologies, assumptions while alluring individuals into swallowing 
the bait. With the tone and stage set purposefully, such terrorist 
groups brainwash and indoctrinate youth in their ideologies and 
visions, which mostly favor their preferences, hence they become 
part of their violent practice. Driven as such, such youth become 
fuel to ideological terrorism in reality.

To well address the critically important issue, IMCTC, Riyadh, 
September 28, 2021, held a keynote lecture featuring ANALYSIS 
OF ONLINE MEDIA MATERIALS AND NETWORKS OF TERRORIST 
GROUPS, by Lieutenant-Colonel MUCTARR TEJAN, Delegate of 
the Republic of Sierra Leone to IMCTC. The key foci included the 
role of online networks on achieving the goals of terrorist groups, 
associated impact on the instrumentalization of online networks 
in spreading extremist ideology, providing bespoke training, fund-
raising, recruitment, incitement and planning. The speaker used 
four case studies: Al-Shabab, Al-Qaeda, ISIS, and Boko Haram.

Al-Shabab
Lieutenant-Colonel TEJAN reviewed the most impactful online 
materials published by Al-Shabaab. The connotative meaning 
of GAIDA MTAANI, a key magazine published by Al-Shabaab, 
means in Swahili street terrorists or street terrorism. The mag-
azine publications target the Muslim readership population in 
Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania, as Swahili is the commonly used 
language in these three countries. GAIDA MTAANI was profes-
sionally published both in Swahili and English, glaringly targeting 
the English-speaking Kenyan population. The publications include 
many illustrations, snappy slogans, and audio-visual materials to 

lure extremist Muslim youth into such ideology and mindset. In 
doing this, they seek to win the hearts and minds of the Muslim 
population in those countries through misinterpretations of the 
Holy Quran to lure them into the deviant approach and the alleged 
establishment of the so-called caliphate in the eastern region of 
Africa, and the neighboring regions in the immediate vicinity.

It links oppression of Kenya’s long-history of marginalization met-
ed against Muslim, portraying the Kenyan state of collaborating 
with foreign powers to attack Muslims. Thus, it is reasonable to 
predict that such Muslims could become proxies for Islamic ex-
tremism and subsequently facilitate the occasioning of terror acts 
inside and outside Kenya. 

Lieutenant-Colonel TEJAN emphasizes that the Magazine instru-
mentalizes the highly charged atmosphere to fuel hate across the 
social communities; it also instigates minorities to rebel against 
governments on the pretext of oppression. The practice by Al-
Shabaab was not aimed at brainwashing Kenyans of Somali origin 
only; rather, it also targeted Kenyan Muslims to allure them into 
its alleged campaign to emancipate the oppressed Muslims in 
Kenya. The Magazine categorically rejects democracy; it claims 
that democracy contradicts with religion, and excommunicates 
those who practice democracy, and considers democracy a duty 
to fight off the unbelievers to please Allah and His Messenger, 
peace be upon him, and to seek martyrdom for the sake of Allah.

The security services became aware of such methods; they 
discouraged and called on the citizens to stave off such ill-inten-
tioned ideologies and to steer clear of any recruitment attempts, 
encouraging them support the security forces while enforcing 
some strict measures on some residents to protect the national 
security and stability. The authorities have contacted the cler-

- 6 -Issue No. 33 November 2021



LECTURES

gymen to urge them to make a serious contribution to combating 
extremism and immunizing Muslims from corrupt ideologies as to 
prevent youth from joining such groups and being involved in crim-
inal operations. However, non-extremist Islamic scholars would 
be averse to the narratives of Al-Shabaab which contradicts the 
blissful values of Islam.

Al-Qaeda
Lieutenant-Colonel TEJAN brought to focus INSPIRE, one of the 
media arms of Al-Qaeda, which was first issued in 2010; the 
INSPIRE goals and characteristics go beyond the news media 
to wage psychological wars against the Al-Qaeda opponents. 
INSPIRE highlights the activities of all Al-Qaeda branches and 
affiliated groups across various regions. INSPIRE is published in 
English to drum up for extremist ideology among target readership 
in the United States and Britain.

The story contained in INSPIRE, issue number 12 featuring SHAT-
TERED, refers to America’s loss of reputation and economic power 
following the 9/11 Attacks by Al-Qaeda, spearheaded by Osama 
Bin Laden. INSPIRE highlighted the previous statements of the 
leaders of terrorist groups to seek continued retaliatory actions 
and carry out other attacks on American targets and allies, which 
were later implemented, such as the Madrid Train Bombing in 
2004; seven out of ten bombs were detonated in four (trains) for 
passengers. Consequently, 191 people were killed, and about 
1,800 people were injured.

INSPIRE sets a featured section for sharing information and com-
bat instructions to achieve results, such as lone-wolf attacks, call-
ing to arms to attack American civilians and military personnel and 
enervate the national economic resources.

Charged by such incitement, July 16, 2015, Mohammad Abdulaziz, 
notorious terrorist, opened fire on a military recruiting center and 
a naval reserve facility in Chattanooga, Tennessee; four US Ma-
rines and a navy sailor were killed. The FBI Director James Comey 
stated Abdelaziz's actions were motivated by foreign terrorist 
organization propaganda.

Lieutenant-Colonel TEJAN spelled out the reasons for Al-Qaeda's 
hostile attitude to the United States of America, manifested by the 
increased terrorist operations:

1. The categorical rejection of Al-Qaeda of the US approach in 
supporting the rogue regimes, especially Israel and the Arab 
countries that replaced Islamic Sharia with Western laws.

2. The categorical rejection Al-Qaeda of the presence of Amer-
ican forces on Arab territories, especially after the Gulf War.

3. the United States' opposition to Al-Qaeda and associated 
groups, arrests, trials, and imprisonment actions.

INSPIRE further asserted that the unending war in its real essence 
is not about Al-Qaeda and Americans; it is between monotheism 
and polytheism: belief and disbelief. The statement seems correct; 
the operations against Al-Qaeda did not deter their crimes or re-
consider their ideologies.

Every time a leader is killed, an alternative leader jumps in to 
assume power and take the lead. In Al-Qaeda, the succession of 
leadership is as follows: Abdullah Azzam, Osama Bin Ladin and 

Ayman al-Zawahiri. They intend to wreck more carnage on Amer-
ica and allies.

Daesh 
Lieutenant-Colonel TEJAN explained that DABIQ is an online Mag-
azine by Daesh. DABIQ has explicitly religious connotations. It is 
named after the name of a village near Aleppo, Syria, (DABIQ), in 
which the famous battle of (MARJ DABIQ) took place between the 
Ottomans and the Mamluks, as well as a decisive battle as an es-
chatological sign. It was first issued in July 2014, featuring a main 
topic about Caliphate Redux and an imaginary map of caliphate, 
including the territories under the control of ISIS in Syria and Iraq.

The maiden issue of DABIQ narrative profoundly relied on the 
words of their so-called AMIR AL-MUAMENEEN (Commander of the 
Faithful) ABU BAKR AL-HUSEINI AL-QURASHI AL-BAGHDADI, lead-
er of the Islamic State and emir of the Caliphate. He postulated that 
the Caliphate is the rightful authority within the territory under his 
command and that those who oppose it will be fought and killed. 
Tribes within Syria were urged to give allegiance to ISIS. Extremist 
Muslims from other regions were encouraged to emigrate as soon 
as possible to ISIS. The call resonated with a wide welcome among 
the extremists inside and outside Syria, especially those living in 
the West. Thousands of youth from all over the world flocked to 
ISIS camps in Syria.

The youth from the West were keen to migrate and join ISIS due to 
structural problems triggered by poor integration into the Europe-
an communities, as Muslim youth in the EU countries grew up in 
poor environments suffering economic depression, lacking equal 
opportunities to obtain education and work, and Islamophobia, 
which has caused much harassment to Muslims in Western coun-
tries. This was a trigger for them to search for a common identity. 
In light of false promises of a better life, and a state in which Allah 
law is established by so-called Islamic Caliphate. 

Boko Haram
Lieutenant-Colonel TEJAN cited a tweet posted on Boko Haram’s 
Twitter: [How many jets does the president have? How many jobs 
would that have created? Boko Haram has come to rescue you]. 
Contextually, it is meant to incite and signpost the misplacement 
of priorities by the Nigerian Government for spending money to 
buy presidential jets rather than investing the cost of the jets in job 
creation for the youths.

Boko Haram carries out kidnappings of school children, arsons 
of towns, bombings in Abuja and other places, attacks on military 
facilities or police stations, which are all an orchestrated ploy to 
portray the Nigerian Government as helpless of securing its pop-
ulation. In the north, Boko Haram provides misinterpretations of 
selected verses from the Holy Quran, which would tickle the fancy 
of youth. Most of them are Muslims, who can easily be decoyed into 
the fighting as marionettes and puppets. Boko Haram forces its 
victims to join it, especially the Muslim youth and the unemployed 
to fight the government, seize the political power and establish 
so-called Sharia-inspired statehood. Paralyzed by terror and vul-
nerability, the people of the remote areas of Nigeria were forced to 
join Boko Haram or flee their villages to live in camps allocated for 
internally displaced persons. 

- 7 - Islamic Military Counter Terrorism Coalition



The Ideology Department at IMCTC conducted a workshop on the 
theme FORESIGHT INTO FUTURE REALITY OF POST-COVID PAN-
DEMIC VIOLENT EXTREMISM, moderated by Dr. Abdullah Saeed 
Al-Dawah, an IMCTC staff member, joined by Secretary-General 
of IMCTC and the delegates of the IMCTC member countries, who 
are concerned with the Ideology Department at IMCTC, October 
13 of 2021 at the IMCTC Headquarters in Riyadh. At the outset, 
a warm welcome was extended to Secretary-General of IMCTC 
along with the participants. The workshop facilitator walked the 
attendees through the importance of such workshops, featuring 
forethought into the methods possibly weaponized by groups of 
violent extremism following COVID-19 pandemic. The said work-
shop highlighted the following two key themes:

1. The reality and future of violent extremism following COVI-19 
pandemic.

2. Individual cyberterrorism and the associated ideological and 
organizational relationship with groups of violent extremism.

Reality of Extremist Groups
To get the ball rolling, Dr. Al-Dawah challenged the audience and 
piqued their curiosity by asking several leading questions: Will 
groups of violent extremism remain connected organizationally, 
administratively, financially and ideologically to their leaders 
and ideologues? Will there be transformations in the system of 
groups of violent extremism? Did COVID-19 pandemic contribute 
to developing new plans to update their references, methods and 
terrorist tools?

The workshop provided foresight into the reality of extremist 
groups following COVID-19 pandemic and how the relationship 

between individual cyberterrorism and groups of violent extrem-
ism snowballs into reality. This is seminal to the development of 
a strategy for the future of violent extremism given all associated 
reality. The participants highlighted the importance of the topic 
under discussion, which necessitates an extensive examination 
into extremist ideology to learn about the line of indoctrination and 
inculcation adopted by groups of violent extremism. This can bet-
ter contribute to confronting such ill-intentioned ideology. Equally 
important, examining reality of extremists, associated methods, 
literature, and references will better facilitate the anticipation of 
what such groups could do in the future. Learning about the ideol-
ogy of groups of violent extremism is critically important; through 
ideology, groups of violent extremism allure youth to join them to 
carry out criminal acts weaponizing modern methods and tools.

Cyberterrorism and Biological Terrorist Attacks
The participants indicated that cyberspace has become a breeding 
ground via which groups of violent extremist can further mobilize, 
recruit and drum up for their ideologies in such a manner as to 
make their approach adopted by others. With the state-of-the-art 
technologies coming into play, it has become easily possible to 
carry out cyberattacks on vital sites; any new recruits can use 
such technologies while at home or from any other place alone. 
Tracking such matters by the security services is uneasy. This 
means that groups of violent extremist can possibly use biological 
weapons; they are aware of the detrimental impact and under-
stand how difficult it is to control. The lockdown imposed when 
COVID-19 pandemic swept through the world is a telling instance; 
the aftermath effects impacted the entire world in all walks of life.

WORKSHOP

FORESIGHT INTO FUTURE REALITY OF 
POST-COVID PANDEMIC VIOLENT EXTREMISM 
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Key Findings and Recommendations
The participants emphasized that such critically important issues 
require a series of workshops. The panel discussion produced a 
set of key recommendations:

1. Terrorism as a social phenomenon will drag on regardless 
of the high-low trajectory and disruption in certain times and 
places. Again, it will snowball into totally different manifes-
tations, but extremist ideology remains the common perma-
nent factor; it is a vehicle to achieve the greater goal of the 
leaders and ideologues of violent extremism, spearheaded 
by the political goal.

2. With the state-of -the-art technologies coming into play 
across all walks of life, being easy to use, conveniently made 
available, cost-efficient, speedy, and risk-free. Combined 
together, it makes a favorable springboard conducive for 
terrorist organizations to display all manifestations of violent 
extremism. It becomes onerous for security to control such 
practices given the different locations and times such violent 
acts are perpetrated; remote strikes often target government 
development institutions.

3. Terrorist organizations will potentially resort to using bio-
logical weapons, which they readily rush into obtaining or 

manufacturing at any cost or by their members allured by 
specialists; ISIS attracted and hired specialists in computers 
and modern technologies.

4. They may be inspired by COVID-19 pandemic, which caused 
large losses across the countries, destroyed projects, and 
contributed to destabilizing social security. 

5. The participants highlight that groups of violent extremism 
will not remain in their pre-pandemic status; they will change 
their strategies according to new policies in such innovative 
methods. One question still goes unanswered: Will the threat 
of such groups be neutralized by implementing proactive 
operations to discover the methods and tools envisaged by 
extremists to promote in conflict areas?

As the workshop drew to a close, His Excellency Secretary-Gener-
al of IMCTC expressed his heartfelt appreciation for the organizers 
and participants, highlighting that the workshop featured interest-
ing topics and provided rich information.

He also recommended to conduct more activity and engagement, 
such as workshops across all domains in such a manner as to be a 
bedrock and springboard for IMCTC to better provide forethought 
into the future of extremist groups. 

WORKSHOP
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HORIZON OF RECRUITMENT
SOCIAL MEDIA NETWORKS AND CYBERSPACE RECRUITMENT

Social media networks have become a dangerous tool instru-
mentalized and weaponized by terrorist groups to promote their 
ill-intentioned evil and malice, mobilize their members, seek 
funds to boost their activities, and wage psychological wars 
against their opponents. They facilitate communication among 
their members worldwide, any time, offering youths the oppor-
tunity to share opinions on diverse issues away from censorship 
and security forces.

Shielding youths from the threats of extremists, using such plat-
forms has been a major concern for IMCTC. To this effect, IMCTC 
held a keynote lecture delivered by Dr. Sara Hamad Alqurainy, 
faculty member at Prince Saud Al-Faisal Institute for Diplomatic 
Studies in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, at the IMCTC Headquar-
ters about SOCIAL MEDIA NETWORKS AND CYBERSPACE RE-
CRUITMENT.

The key themes discussed included the reasons why terrorist 
groups instrumentalized social media, target citizens, favorite 
techniques weaponized to allure and decoy youth, and the meth-
ods weaponized to commit crimes.

Continuted Instrumentalization 
Social media have become easier to use, low-cost, and quite 
widespread among different strata of society particularly youths; 
therefore, terrorist groups realized that they no longer needed 
mosques, desert camps, or confrontation with security forces to 
achieve their purposes. With these media outlets coming into play, 
they could easily victimize youth through their mobile phones or 
personal computers to convince them of their extremist ideology 
and destructive schemes. 

There is a growing increase in the number of terrorists accessing 
social media which began via twelve websites in 1998 while now 
they have snowballed into 5800 as estimated by the European 
Union. In 2015, 46000 twitter accounts supported ISIS, which 
could recruit around 30000 followers. Around 80% of recruitment 
operations take place online while only 20% take place in prisons 
or in mosques. 

Social Media
Terrorist groups have taken interest in social media given the 
increasingly growing users of such outlets, making up three and 
a half billion users worldwide, with 136 million users across the 
Arab World. Most users of such media are youth who can easily be 
recruited by extremist groups. 

Interaction, group-chatting, and roleplaying among a large num-
ber of users are major features of these platforms which rely on 
texts, images, sound files, and video clips to enhance their de-
structive influence on the mindset of youth. 

Such social media provide vital platforms for such organizations 
in such a manner so that they can promote their ideologies; they 
also provide explanations and justifications of terrorist activities. 
Social media also enable users to hide their true identity away 
from state control to guarantee the secrecy and maneuvering 
required by terrorist groups so they can practice their criminal 
activities.

Target Groups 
Dr. Alqurainy has identified three categories of people targeted by 
terrorist groups on social media:

Sympathizers: They are sympathizers to extremist youths with 
a multitude of accounts created to penetrate into their mindset. 
Specific types of content are designed for the weaker and margin-
alized groups, exploiting their feeling of humiliation, oppression, 
and elimination to push them towards extremism. ISIS, for in-
stance, runs around 20 accounts on Twitter in addition to scores of 
unofficial accounts held by its advocates. The ISIS programmers 
constantly work on applications that would make posting and 
re-posting easier for the ISIS followers. ISIS has has about 46,000 
accounts on Twitter, according to a study conducted by the Amer-
ican Brookings Institution in addition to unofficial accounts for its 
supporters and affiliates.

Public Opinion: Terrorist organizations manipulate public opinion 
either to mobilize people or to intimidate them against confronting 
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them. Their common goal is to brainwash the mindset of youth to 
assimilate their ideology in the build-up towards the caliphate state. 

Adversaries: Terrorist groups regard state agencies as their en-
emies. Therefore, they target such adversaries on social media 
networks to undermine their prestige. They often seek to question 
the ability of military and police institutions by presenting online 
content that emphasizes malice against them. They are also keen 
on attaching some repulsive attributes to them in order to provoke 
a spirit of revengeful hostility.

Recruitment Strategies: Dr. Alqurainy has revealed the strategies 
used by extremists to entice youth to convince them of the ideology 
of the group, allure them to volunteer in their activities, and fight 
across various countries.

Key Strategies 

Mass Media: Extremist groups warn youth against being misled by 
state media and ask them to heed the ISIS media only. They imbue 
their messages with a religious, faith-based veneer in accordance 
with their beliefs. One such message is this: Do not listen to what 
you are told in the media, for we are fighting for the cause of Allah, 
and we will never rest until we establish the law of Allah.

Exploitation of Children: Terrorist groups utilize children so that 
they can boost their media discourse; they give children titles and 
nicknames such as: ALGHADHANFAR and ABU TALHA to make 
them feel important as they have grown in this way into men and 
heroes.

Seeking the Help of the Elderly: Terrorist groups manipulate el-
derly people to encourage youth to fight the infidels. One old man 
recruited by them urges: Oh, Muslims who live in the territory of 
the infidels, Allah will ask you on the Day of Resurrection: Why did 
you not fight the infidels? Why did you not support Allah’s religion? 
I warn you not to keep away from jihad. Jihad is an individual duty. 
I repeat over and again; Jihad is an individual duty for the old and 
the young, and even for women.

Religious Scriptures: Terrorists fuel and feed on misinterpreta-
tions based on the Holy Quran and Prophetic teaching to better 
serve their ideology, justify their violence, and confer sanctity on 
their deeds. By instrumentalizing and weaponizing such scrip-
tures, they convince their simple-minded followers of the inevita-
bility of establishing the caliphate; for them, the only way to victory 
is the use of excessive force in addition to posting pictures of their 
crimes like executions, slaughter, arson, and bombing. 

Ruler’s Subservient Scholars: Terrorist groups used to disparage 
religious scholars in state institutions, belittling their opinions 
and accusing them of infidelity and hypocrisy. They present them-
selves as the true protectors of Islam; the ones that implement 
the law of Allah. One narrative used by ISIS is: Do not be misled by 
such people or by the fact that they display knowledge, for their 
knowledge is evidence against them; they have gone astray, and 
they are doomed to Hell. 

Wills of Suicide Bombers: Suicide bombers are usually videotaped 
before committing their operations, and this is streamed live on 
social media to influence their target audience and gain their 

sympathy. One telling example is: In the name of Allah, and peace 
be upon the Messenger of Allah. I tell my brothers; I advise you to 
fear Allah and preserve the rights of our Prophet and preserve the 
rights of Muslims. We are engaged only to help this religion, and 
we will be victorious through patience and unity.

Jihad is the Only Way to Restore the Glory of the Islamic Ummah: 
The call to fighting is the supreme objective of terrorist organi-
zations which falsely associate it with martyrdom for the sake of 
Allah and for gaining access to Paradise. Their campaigns drum up 
for slogans, such as: Paradise Under the Shadow of Swords, The 
greatness of this nation can only be achieved through living along 
the correct Islamic method in the land of Islam. The sons of the 
Caliphate have sacrificed themselves in obedience to their Creator, 
bearing the consequences of being bombarded by their antagonis-
tic Crusaders, the enemies of His religion. 

Claiming Alleged Victory: Terrorist groups often post their bloody 
crimes under flamboyant headlines to add an aura to their opera-
tions and to maximize their capabilities, all within the framework 
of a psychological war on their opponents. They spread terror and 
demoralize individuals. Instances of claiming alleged victory in-
clude the following: We have carried out 60 killings, causing more 
than 200 injuries, 25 houses of Shiites and apostates were burned 
down, 13 military vehicles were destroyed, 17 military head-
quarters and barracks were bombarded and shelled (Al-Zaeem 
Campaign in Diyala Province). The lecturer regretted State TV’s 
improvised media follow-up of such operations, arguing that this 
impoverished coverage would serve terrorists’ objectives, promot-
ing their goals  and disseminating their allegations. 

The Caliphate Statehood: Terrorist organizations always portray 
their so-called statehood as a model for applying justice and good 
treatment. They claim that they master the matters of governance 
and that their markets are full of bounties under their auspices, 
providing their followers with a dignified life. Instances include the 
following: Muslims, praise be to Allah, live a dignified and great life 
under the rule of the Caliphate, where Sharia is established, and 
penalties are equally enforced on strong and weak people in soci-
ety. People lead a safe and good life under the umbrella of Islam, 
earn legitimate money and worship Allah as duly dictated.

Critical discourse analysis of the media output of terrorist groups 
is essential to combating extremism and protecting youth. It in-
volves an integrated system of audiovisual effects to influence 
viewers, hypnotize and mesmerize their mindset, and arouse their 
enthusiasm. Ayman al-Zawahiri, Al-Qaeda Leader, preaches fol-
lowers: We are engaged in a battle, and more than half of the battle 
takes place in the media outlets. We are in a media battle to attract 
the minds and hearts of our nation. We are fighting more than half 
of our battle across the digital arena. With this in mind, you must 
realize that every snapshot you take is as important as a missile 
fired at the target enemy.

We have yet to spell out that debunking and demythologize this 
discourse is a necessary step for counterterrorism. This is the 
mandate entrusted and tasked by IMCTC through a wide range 
of multidisciplinary seminars, keynote lectures, seminal publica-
tions, and focused activities provided and made available in Arabic, 
English and French. 
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The delegates of the Federal Republic of Nigeria to IMCTC, Octo-
ber 4 of 2021, held a celebration marking the anniversary of the 
national independence day, joined by IMCTC Secretary-General, 
delegates of the IMCTC of member countries, and all IMCTC 
personnel. 

IMCTC DELEGATION VISITS 

THE MASMAK FORTRESS
DELEGATES OF NIGERIA TO 

IMCTC MARK THE NATIONAL 
INDEPENDENCE DAY

High-profile IMCTC delegation members, headed by Secre-
tary-General of IMCTC, Major-General Mohammed Saeed 
Al-Moghedi, alongside delegates of the IMCTC Member Countries 
paid a visit to Masmak Fortress in Riyadh to appreciate the histor-
ical and cultural heritage of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Extremely impressed by the spellbinding heritage and historical 
architecture of Saudi Arabia, par excellence, the IMCTC dele-
gation members spoke highly of the progress and prosperity 
achieved by the Kingdom across all political, military, economic, 
cultural and tourist sectors, highlighting the great and leading 
role of the Kingdom in combating extremism, countering terror-
ism, and the unlimited support for international counterterror-
ism organizations. 

SECRETARY-GENERAL OF IMCTC 
RECEIVES AMBASSADOR OF KENYA

Secretary-General of IMCTC, Major-General Mohammed Saeed Al-Moghedi, October 12 of 2021, received Ambassador of the Republic of 
Kenya to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Mr. Peter Nicholas Ogego along with the official delegation. The two sides discussed avenues of 
joint cooperation between the two parties in counterterrorism.
Major-General Al-Moghedi explained that IMCTC is an integrated system that enhances cooperation between the IMCTC member coun-
tries; IMCTC is structured and engineered on the values of legitimacy, independence, coordination and engagement, while ensuring that 
all actions of the IMCTC member countries are in accordance with international regulations, norms, and laws. Major-General Al-Moghedi 
also highlighted the great effort made by the Republic of Kenya in countering terrorism and combating violent extremism in all manifes-
tations and domains across the East African region. The Ambassador highly commented the leading role and resounding contributions of 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in establishing and supporting the IMCTC mandate to be an international, sovereign and independent arm in 
combating extremism and countering terrorism. 


