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CONFRONTING VIOLENT EXTREMISM 
THROUGH CREATIVE MULTIMEDIA

  Dr. Dženeta Karabegovi

Today, we are encountering an increasingly growing threat of extremism rampant 
in the real and virtual world across our communities, from rhetoric all the way 
to practices. The current COVID-19 pandemic and the global political situation 
have deepened structural inequalities, which brought about more division and 
vulnerability. Against a background of uncertainty, recruiting individuals across 
borders has become a normal trend. Research reveals that extremism has not 

snowballed into reality overnight; rather, it is a growing process that develops over time, and 
thus requires various prevention methods and counter-approaches.

The political actors, both official and unofficial, broadcast dangerous discourse locally and 
regionally, which notoriously complicates the task of those entrusted and tasked with combating 
fundamentalism and violent extremism, especially those who work outside institutional 
environments, where traditional measures are taken to combat violent extremism.

   Researcher in international and comparative political sociology, Bosnia & Herzegovina.
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Many previous research studies have addressed the impact 
of international organizations, governments, and non-gov-
ernmental bodies in preventing conflicts, by reaching a 
consensus formula among themselves for optimal cooper-
ation, despite the disagreements regarding the nature of 
institutional work and understand such problems, and con-
flict of agendas. We still do not have methodical, consensu-
al tools to combat fundamentalism and violent extremism. 
Approaches often tend to adopt Western viewpoints, and 
are concerned with work programs without establishing 
a clear and comparative assessment of their performance 
and success.

ROLE OF EDUCATION
Education plays an important constructive and preventive 
role in countering violent extremism, through the official 
curricula in schools, rehabilitation programs in prisons, 
or educational programs for private, non-governmental 
actors. This includes teaching concepts and inclusive ed-
ucation to nurture communities that fight fundamentalism 
and violent extremism, and enhance media practice. These 
methods have been adopted in the United Kingdom, Cana-
da, Germany and the Netherlands.

Communities are making a great effort on several levels 
to confront violent extremism. There are many telling ex-
periences in this regard around the world, and they can 
be shared to other communities where needed to better 
benefit from such wide-ranging methods and measures, 
involving multiple actors and tools. However, some of such 
measures have been criticized for targeting minority com-
munities or for causing loss of confidence when undertak-
ing community control measures.

The Post-Conflict Research Center (PCRC), established in 
2011, has focused on disseminating a culture and practice 
of peace and rejection of violence, developing modern cur-
ricula for teaching peace-driven principles, post-conflict 
research, human rights and social justice, making unremit-
ting efforts to enhance the resilience of local communities, 
especially in the Western Balkans, where communities are 
experiencing a transitional phase after a bitterly interne-
cine conflict. Many of the PCRC programs and initiatives are 
concerned with youth to counter the current polarization 
and prevent future wars as post-conflict conditions impose 
a reality of acute fragmentation and polarization.

The goals of the center promote healthy communities and 
educating them about the threats of divisions and extrem-
ism fueled by various actors, from within and outside such 
communities. The impact of the center has been greatly ap-
preciated; it has worked closely with its partners for about 
a decade, and has been rewarded for its excellence at the 
national, regional and international levels.

CREATIVE INITIATIVES
Among the PCRC best initiatives in countering violent ex-
tremism are three programs that have employed creative 
multimedia to spread a culture and practice of peace, pre-
venting extremism and training on practical skills that 
develop new generations to confront violent extremism. 
These programs feature the feasibility of using creative 
multimedia in providing a comprehensive platform for 
sharing thoughts and discussions, grooming new genera-
tions, while providing them with tools to better counter vi-
olent extremism.

The PCRC has successfully developed a curriculum to com-
bat violent extremism to put into action in conjunction with 
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the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM), providing training 
for youth, through dozens of social 
media campaigns concerned with 
promoting the discourse against 
violent extremism. Over the course 
of two months, the mentorship 
program participants not only 
worked on training, but also devel-
oped a competitive content to ap-
ply the knowledge gained from the 
programs to all the communities 
to which they belong in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina; their social media 
campaigns resonated across the 
country. Such campaign placed a 
special attention to specific condi-
tions in the local communities, and 
gave priority to vulnerable groups 
to voice their opinions, includ-
ing young men, war veterans and 
women. Such campaigns enjoyed 
follow-up and popularity, by plac-
ing a hashtag for each, and sharing 
them on various communication 
websites, such as Facebook, Insta-
gram and blogs.

One of the campaigns raised 
awareness of the peculiarities of 
different environments across the 
country, warning of fundamen-
talism and the spread of violent 
extremism. For example, one of 
the campaigns promoted positive 
stories of youth success, despite 
difficult financial conditions, un-
employment and exclusion, se-
lecting participants from different 
backgrounds, taking into account 
race, religion, gender, geography, 
demographic distribution and oth-
er differences between the popu-
lation to better show the image of 
society as a whole in the face of 
violent extremism.

The PCRC launched a new regional 
program targeting Albania, Bos-
nia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, 
Northern Macedonia and Kosovo. 

International Initiatives
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Ten leaders of civil society and non-governmental orga-
nizations will receive training on countering violent ex-
tremism, aimed at enabling the said participants to launch 
campaigns on social media and build more mutually sup-
portive, peaceful and sustainable communities. It is expect-
ed that each campaign will produce audio-visual materials 
to be shared on different platforms. Among other key ob-
jectives, the program seeks to ensure national cooperation 
to combat fundamentalism and violent extremism accord-
ing to the available resources as we are living in globalized 
communities. 

The third program “Marginalized Roma” is not primarily 
aimed at combating extremism; rather, it produces narra-
tives that oppose the widespread discrimination that the 
Roma people suffer from in the Balkans, and provides the 
best means that provide adequate knowledge for employ-
ment in combating violent extremism. The said program 
published a telling book that documented personal testi-

monies and story images of Roma, includ-
ing prejudice and exclusion, fallacious 

stereotyping, compared with com-
mon patterns and misconceptions 
about Roma across the region. It 
also reveals the rich experiences of 
Roma of individual success stories 
in combating existing stereotypes.

The PCRC experience so far indicates that addressing cur-
rent stereotypes and demonstrating their direct impact us-
ing audiovisual and storytelling techniques may have posi-
tive results, as they directly affect individuals and encourage 
positive change. In the future, similar programs may benefit 
from raising awareness of individuals and groups who have 
wanted and turned away from extremism.

In conclusion, the PCRC action plan does not aim at preven-
tion only; rather, it entirely targets the timeline and agen-
da related to combating violent extremism, and makes a 
significant contribution in various stages to ensure great-
er participation in combating violent extremism, in such a 
manner that does not contradict the goal of inclusive so-
cieties. In the long term, creative multimedia approaches 
employing counter-narrative can be used as a means of 
prevention and a source for building future projects. 
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 Yida Seydou Diall  

The return of jihadist groups to the Mopti region of Mali in 2015 imposed an unfamiliar 
regime on the population, which had profound negative effects that led to their prolonged 
suffering. The region is witnessing a complex security reality due to the extremist terrorist 
groups’ exploitation of the weak government presence in the region and the strengthening 
of their spread. That has led to the emergence of armed groups whose aim is self-defense 
and ensuring the security of their regions. These reasons collectively contributed to fueling 

conflict of a societal nature in different parts of the country, especially Center region.

 Researcher on violent extremism issues in the Central Sahel, Mali.

IMPACT OF VIOLENT EXTREMISM IN
MALI AND THE CENTRAL DELTA

Analysis
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Separatist Terrorism
The Masina Liberation Battalion is the most prominent 
separatist movement in Mali, and its hierarchical structure 
is based on a specific hierarchy. In each region, the battalion 
is represented by the head of the center and is in the position 
of deputy governor, who is authorized to command the 
general leadership in his geographical area. All important 
decisions are taken by him, and all files concerning the 
affairs of the town are approved by him. He has the final 
say in the judiciary and trials. He appoints the person in 
charge of collecting zakat and reports to Amadou Koufa, 
the supreme commander of the Massena Battalion. Each 

center has a chief of staff who takes care of combatants, 
Islamic police that monitor the correct application of sharia 
law and a bilateral or tripartite committee responsible for 
feeding all staff. This administrative and managerial body 
has a significant impact on the lives of the population.

In 2017, the Masina Battalion developed a plan for expansion 
and territorial control, particularly inaccessible areas 
flooded in the Delta. In pursuing its objectives, the battalion 
pursues a criminal approach to the execution of offenders, 
the abduction of State officials, dignitaries, clerics and 
any suspect of collaborating with Malian authorities by 
providing information or leaking news.
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Since 2018, disruptions caused by violent extremism have 
turned into conflicts between community components, 
including murder, immediate execution, sexual violence 
and destruction of villages. Following the approach of 
the Masina Battalion, many extremist armed groups 
are expanding through land grabbing to increase their 
influence and control, and trying to gain the confidence of 
the population in the light of the weak presence of the State 
and its institutions, encouraging them to join their ranks.

Deteriorating Conditions
Under these difficult and complex conditions, specific 
communities were classified as biased towards terrorist 
groups, often for ethnic reasons as with the Fulani 
communities. The arrests carried out by government forces 
did not succeed in reducing the phenomenon of people 
joining terrorist groups, further complicating the security 
crisis. As the relations between the spectrums of society 
became turbulent and inflamed and trust between them 
became completely lost; no one trusts the other despite their 
intertwined interests and interdependence in daily life.

Between the actions of armed terrorist groups and the 
reactions of the Government and the Malian armed forces, 
the general population suffers, the situation becomes 
worse and more complex as the actions and reactions of 
both parties intensify. In order to ascertain the reality of 
the situation, we review the cases of “Dialloubé and Tugiri 
Combi,” which were banned by extremists in 2018. This 
arbitrary measure was due to the possible involvement of 
the population in cooperation with the Malian Government 
and the armed forces, as well as communicating 
information and news.

The jungle is the source of livelihood for the people of these 
two low-income areas, where these residents suffered 

enormously as the embargo and blockade had a negative 
impact on the economic level and on the level of coexistence 
in the two areas. The Fulani communities were under great 
pressure and did not dare say a word. The people who 
imposed the siege on them are also of Fulani ethnicity, 
further complicating the situation.

Negative Effects
The unrest and attraction in the Mopti region between 
extremist and self-defense groups has resulted in bad 
practices, such as irregular searches, intimidation of the 
population, organized assassinations and abductions. 
Social ties have diluted, and before one can speak a word, 
one checks around him right and left to ascertain who is 
listening lest being reported. Extremists had banned many 
customary holidays, prevented the diviner from overseeing 
weddings or carrying out baptisms, and the administration 
of all population affairs was in the hands and at the behest 
of extremists. If there is a dispute between the inhabitants 
of Mopti, they do not dare bring the case before the judges 
or the police for fear of being killed by terrorists.

Violent extremism in the center of the country has severely 
disrupted the social fabric, and the turbulent and complex 
reality has brought all interactions between groups of 
society to a halt. Schools closed, weekly markets stopped, 
leading to internal population migration and an ever-
increasing number of migrants. Abductions motivated 
by murder, settling scores or personal reasons were 
widespread in the region. Fearing arrest or murder, most 
residents were afraid to return home. Security incidents in 
the area were not stopping, and the situation is becoming 
increasingly dangerous and complex.

In the Dogon plateau, the pursuit operations are carried out 
for all the Fula people, occasionally humanitarian workers 
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may not be allowed access to certain areas because of their 
ancestry, especially if they are Fula people. Likewise, in 
the flood zone, extremist groups controlled by them have 
a high sense of security and prevent any stranger from 
entering out of fear of being a covert agent in charge of 
passing information to the Malian armed forces or foreign 
forces. Humanitarian access was impeded by such security 
precautions, non-governmental organizations were unable 
to reach many areas to assist populations living in the most 
impoverished and needy situations and suffering from 
hunger, misery and disease.

The adverse effects of extremism were also evident in the 
internal Niger Delta, most notably the restriction of population 
displacement, the classification of the Fula community, the 
lack of free access by humanitarian workers to communities, 
frequent abductions of officials by extremists and the 
movement of qualified labor to urban areas.

The worst effect was the enrolment of a large number 
of young people in extremist groups, not least because 
of the absence of the State, which allowed extremists to 
penetrate and close schools throughout the Delta; in fact, 
most schools were even burned. Young people who had 
not migrated had joined terrorist groups, which were very 
hostile to all those belonging to the State, with the exception 
of health workers, some mayors and humanitarian non-
governmental organizations. 

Terrorist groups were also hostile to teachers, all of whom 
were threatened with death, some of whom have been 
kidnapped. In 2019, teachers were kidnapped in the town 
of Korumbana, and the primary school in Dialloubé  burned 
down after the 2020 legislative elections.

In embargoed villages, people were prevented from tilling 
their fields. Women and girls were prevented from bringing 
firewood for cooking, and residents were not allowed to 
go to markets in neighboring villages. Extremists imposed 
compulsory taxes on the entire population in the name of 
zakat, bringing them into all sectors such as agriculture, 
animal husbandry and hunting.  

The phenomenon of violent extremism has resulted in 
the deterioration of the economy in the center of Mali, the 
cessation of tourism, which is an important element in this 
geographical area, and the loss of control of a large part of 
the country by the State.

The humanitarian situation remains of serious concern in 
all areas under the control of terrorist armed groups, as the 
population is suffering cumulative effects due to a shortage 
of agricultural crops and security crises that make it more 
vulnerable. 
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  Dr. MARIANO JORGE GANCEDO   
If we think beyond particular situations, and we see the big picture, political violence represents 
the “unsolved question” that lies beneath each society. We chose the expression ‘political 
violence’ because “politics” implies power struggles, and if that dynamic doesn’t have a proper 
channel, the stream leads to the materialization of violence and finally to extremism. In that 
sense, it is better to look above the specific players to identify the radical dissent that promotes 
that kind of reaction. As such, a holistic examination of reality is necessary to form a correct 
and uncompromising perception of the real root causes and the actors, without holding one 
party accountable while exempting others from such responsibilities. This requires we make 
efforts to solve the problem of political violence through the method of dialogue between all 
segments of society.

 Lawyer and professor of anthropology and conflict researcher, Argentina.

MAPUCHE AS A MODEL IN ARGENTINA

CHANGING VIEWS FOR SUSTAINABLE 
CONFLICT RESOLUTION:

Analysis
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CONFLICT AND PEACE 
In geopolitics, the term ‘Balkanization’ refers to a country 
slipping into a civil war between its different ethnicities, 
plagued with ethnic cleansing, as is the case of the Balkans. 
With ‘Balkanization’ lurking around the corner, so a sus-
tainable peace is the only option for these nations in order 
to achieve development. Facing this, people of these ter-
ritories and more than anything their leaders need to find 
ways to resolve conflicts in a lasting manner.

As such, a possible way is through a joint-programmed 
solution, with mixed control, on a par with communities’ 
empowerment, basic social services based on local efforts 
(such as water, non-polluted environments, healthcare 
systems, education, etc.) and training for members of se-
curity and military forces in negotiation and dialogue skills 
practically and methodologically.

We have an example to analyze these affirmations in Ar-
gentina’s present situation on “political violence”. In that 
sense, we can see what happens in relation to two different 
approaches that the National State has used on the same 
issue such as the Mapuche conflict in Patagonia Region, 
south of Argentina.

STAGES OF CONFLICT 
Argentina has an intermittent history of political violence 
rooted on various causes like independence war, the na-
tional state’s consolidation, military dictatorships, leftist 
terrorism and external terrorism. 

The last Military government (1976-1982) ended with Malvi-
nas War and a democratically aperture began and fulfilled 

in 1983. That brought peace for a while and even started 
the civil prosecution and conviction of militaries for crimes 
against human rights. This lasted for a few years until new 
military rebellions started in order to stop civil prosecution 
for their actions in the so-called “filthy war”. These rebels 
succeeded and the government secured a more durable 
peace but at the cost of citizens’ disappointment with the 
democratic process. 

During the nineties, a new government following the ad-
ministration of President Carlos Menem put economy as 
the main issue and a huge reconversion began according to 
the policies delineated. Internal violence based on politics 
disagreement decreased rapidly in parallel with pardon 
granted to ex-guerrilla leaders and the convicted militar-
ies. However, a new social violence rose linked to drugs 
trafficking, robberies and kidnappings, fueled by social in-
equalities and rise of poverty.

In that period, two tragically violent situations took place: in 
1993, a bomb attack was launched in the Israelian Embas-
sy in Buenos Aires; in 1994, another bomb exploded in the 
Argentinian-Israelian mutuality association. These events 
haven’t been solved yet and are still ongoing on the judicia-
ry as an eternal prosecution. Even so, probably they were 
retaliation against President Menem´s alignment with the 
USA during Iraq’s First War and as an echo of Middle East’s 
conflict internationalization. In 1994, the Constitution was 
reformed, including amendments, such as the recognition 
of indigenous people’s preexistence to the National State 
and the equalization of the Constitution itself with a series 
of human rights treaties. The years that run from then go 
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peacefully until 2000-2001 when a social clash began due 
to economic crisis and political leadership’s deterioration 
on the eyes of citizens. 

In 2003, a process of recuperation began under another’s 
Peronist governments (President N. Kirchner and President 
C. Fernandez) in terms of productive economy (not specu-
lative) and a human rights’ strong policy that re-started 
the prosecution of militaries thanks to the 1994’s reform 
and the Human Rights Treaties that had reached constitu-
tional hierarchy. The new trend consecrated a progressive 
approach related to individual and social rights which al-
lowed indigenous people to experience a period of re-eth-
nization, recognition and the recovery of ancestral lands. 
This process has been gradual and strengthened by new 
generations that recover their ethnical identities, securing 
their territories and surroundings against the advance of 
private real estate projects, mining operations and mass 
soy farming.

In 2015, the political tonic changed with President M. Mac-
ri who intended to solve social conflict with a paradigm of 
“firm hand” that provoked distrust with security forces and 
also escalated conflicts.

THE MAPUCHE PEOPLE
One hot spot in Argentina is Patagonia region where the 
Mapuche People are settled. This nation experienced an 
ethnocide during the so-called “Desert Conquest” (1878-
1885) which was part of the territorial expansion and con-
solidation of boundaries of Argentina’s National State.

The Mapuche People is from both Chilean and Argentinian 
Patagonia and has a warrior’ and proud ethos that makes 
them very active and more mobilized human collective. 

When violent acts happen, the accusation is directed at 
the Mapuche People automatically even without evidence, 
which usually involves millennials and triennials, who par-
ticipate in the recovery of ancestral identities, knowledge, 
beliefs, systems and land claims. However, they are also 
people from these times and have their own generational 
cynicism on traditional party politics or unions in parallel 
with an active grassroots work.

During the rule of President M. Macri, this conflict devel-
oped into a brief but violent escalation where federal forces 
intervened over local authorities in order to repress a route 
block and later a land occupation, both situations suppos-
edly led by an organization called RAM (Resistance of An-
cestral Mapuche). This group is not accurately identified 
and many Mapuche people reject them. However, it could 
be part of a phenomenon linked to the youngest ones who 
are experiencing inherited social inequalities in the con-
text of their ancestral identity recovery. Lack of dialogue 
or proper channels to solve this particular grassroots 
claims could be the root of a chronic instability in that re-
gion. The intervention of the federal forces resulted in the 
death of two persons; the first is a supporter of the indig-
enous population, and the second is a young person active 
in community. Inasmuch as the death file was not properly 
addressed and decisive for its political implications, Presi-
dent Macri was not re-elected.

NEW ERA 
In 2019, a new coalition government led by President A. 
Fernández began its mandate with an electoral promise 
of a productive economy and policies directed at human 
rights. However, after a six-month COVID-19 quarantine 
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and the weight of an economic debt inherited from Mac-
ri´s administration, the social situation has become harsh. 
Later, a new conflict broke out in Patagonia related to land 
occupation and destruction of public and private property 
apparently by RAM (Villa Mascardi, Bariloche City) in Au-
gust of 2020. Too many interests and factions participate 
in this scenario. For instance, new groups of Mapuche and 
young leaders like Machis (female spiritual leaders), pri-
vate real estate projects, mining operations, the provincial 
and the National State.

The experience during Macri´s administration ended with 
an unsolved conflict because it happened twice and again 
in Fernandez´s presidency, with two innocent deaths and 
a deterioration of security forces’ image in the eyes of the 
civil society. Possibly, this outcome was due to:

A. Lack of a comprehensive approach from authorities 
or agents considering factual situations modeled by 
different variables like land reclamation and re-eth-
nicization process.

B. Lack of articulation between local and federal authorities.

C. Lack of a systematic state policy related to conflict 
resolution and protocols. 

D. Lack of a complementary communities’ empower-
ment.  

E. Lack of consideration of internation-
al treaties and like ILO.

UPDATED PLAN
The Fernandez government has im-
plemented a different plan that con-
tributes to formulating a new approach to 
address the conflicts related to the claims 
of indigenous people. The new plan was 
implemented under the leadership of the 
Ministry of National Security, in light of an 
agreement between the Ministries of Se-
curity and Environment at the local 
and national levels, which de-
fines a key basis for alterna-
tive methods to address con-
flicts related to the claims 
of indigenous peoples. The 
most important method-
ological characteristics of 
the updated plan include:

A. Recognition of environ-
mental protection, the 
role that indigenous peo-

ple play in that matter, their right to ask about local 
natural resources, preservation of individual and col-
lective lands ownership. 

B. Articulation of local and national ministries of security, 
justice, environment, the leaders of local indigenous 
communities and incorporation of all possible players.

C. Re-conversion of the National State intervention from 
a territorial action force to space of dialogue that rep-
resents all segments of society. 

D. Promotion of a protocol for security forces according 
to ILO 169 Convention.

E. The invitation to all provinces to subscribe to this 
mechanism as well as Chubut and Rio Negro Province 
to solve the recent conflicts. 

Since this new intervention, based on multiple actors, com-
petencies and diverse views started, the violence went to 
zero and little by little the land’s occupation are getting 
normalized, the indigenous people’ claims are being heard 
but private property is being respected. 

This is only the beginning but not the perfect solution. The 
project still lacks policies oriented to empower com-

munities and young people in such a manner that 
local and national society reconnects with native 

people, who are Argentineans, encour-
aging a mutual development in intercultur-

a l terms. 

CONCLUSION 
This ongoing conflict is due to many 

interrelated reasons, and the nation-
al state can change the reality of the 
conflict, and to avoid violence rapid-
ly without delay, if it has the serious 

willpower and creates the conditions for 
change. This will undoubtedly lead to 

deescalating conflicts until they 
fade away permanently, 
achieving peace for all in-
dividuals, while developing 
local and national environ-
ments for real sustainable 

development, in conditions 
free from violence and ter-
rorism. This will be a great 

example and a model to follow 
for sustainable conflict res-
olution in the future. 
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 SEYDOU KHOUMA

It stands to reason that internal conflicts in any country impose more threat and impact than international 
wars do, whether such conflicts take place for religious, ethnic or political reasons in that they shake the 
structure of society and undermine its unity. Extremism is one of the most dangerous of these conflicts, as it 
threatens security, prosperity and human dignity. Taken together, education is the safety valve that protects 
communities. The failure of educational policies in the Sahel region, worsened by the frustrations ballooning 
over decades, brought about rebellion against secular formal education and the search for non-governmental 

Islam-based education. As a result, there was a chaos between the Arab Islam-based education and the formal 
secular education. The situation was further complicated and the turmoil worsened.

CONFLICTING TRENDS
If combating extremism has become a goal set by 
many international organizations, such as ISESCO 
and UNESCO, the feasibility of these initiatives de-
pends more on the vitality of the relationship be-
tween the state and society than on the programs 
implemented by these institutions.

Undoubtedly, the high-quality educational approach 
adopts the soft approach in combating extremism; 
while, governments do not always use this approach 
leniently and softly to maintain relationships, in-
crease trust and set common goals with the key 
community leaders. Extremism has implicit manifes-
tations, and often nest in the minds of some people 
during learning unknowingly.

The state often prevents the implementation of Is-
lam-based education programs because it believes 
that these educational programs do not address na-
tional issues, which deepen the gap between the two 
parties, and erodes trust, and this dissonance may lead 

to the loss of opportunities for communication with ac-
tors in the future.

Education systems in most countries of the Sahel 
struggle to unify competing education orientations be-
tween two opposing educational visions. The first relies 
on Arab-Islamic education, which seeks to advance the 
learner spiritually rather than professionally, and the 
other relies on Western European education in devel-
opment and improving the future.

It is well established that the development of educa-
tional policies requires careful analyses of the realities, 
frameworks and contexts to determine the problems 
encountered, and the associated advances and the 
possibility of improvement. Thus, it become critical-
ly essential to legitimize state interventions in school 
curricula through the initiatives of various actors that 
should be developed to define policies and strategies 
related to the programs, with coordination and harmo-
nization. The extent of social consensus in educational 
reforms partly determines the viability of continued 

 Inspector and Researcher in Education Sciences, Senegal.

TOWARDS PREVENTIVE REFORM EDUCATION 
IN THE SAHEL REGION
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education systems or the necessity to introduce better re-
forms. However, this is not the case in most countries of the 
Sahel. The absence of a consensus program for the issues 
promoted by the state.

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT 
The development of education programs is generally a 
three-stage configuration:

1) Considering the political option, and the usefulness of the 
programs as a future investment.

2) Defining the relationship between teachers and students, 
and developing school curricula.

3) The implementation phase by moving from the political 
sphere to the technical and educational sphere.

It has become widely known that the religious and official 
education systems always compete without any mutual 
coordination, which is a competition at the expense of na-
tional cohesion.

Today, a large group of students from the Sahel countries 
adopt Arab-Islamic education without the state having any 
direct supervision over the quality of education, without 
planning to integrate such students into the social and pro-
fessional system. This pushes many young people into ab-
ject poverty and destitution, making them up for grabs for 
extremist religious groups. For instance, some Senegalese 
youth joined Boko Haram due to the lack of prospects for 
work and gain in their country.

FUTURE CHALLENGE
It is recognized that school has two basic functions; first, to 
provide children with general knowledge that will be their 
tools in their future lives, known as learning; second, the 
development of future men and women psychologically 
and behaviorally, and this is education. These two tasks are 
part of looking towards the future. Inasmuch as any educa-
tion-related decision is a prospect for the future, education 
in the first place is a constructive process.

There is no need for education to precede learning and 
training in importance and priority, and for the human be-
ing to be at the center of concern; this better reflected by 
Paul Valerie, who explains, “everything should depend on 
the idea that we have about the human being, the man of 
today or the man of the future.” To rebuild the human be-
ing, we should make him and her human, that is, develop in 
him and her the human tendency, and pay full attention to 
human capital.

Learning is likely to become the technology that builds people 
and gives them a real culture that elevates them to the future. 

It is not a sterile evocation of dead things; rather, it is an ex-
ploration of the creative drive that is passed on from genera-
tion to another and wafts and imparts warmth and light; it is 
the torch that education should preserve and develop.

Based on the foregoing, educational plans should include 
the goals of integration, cohesion and peace, and the im-
pact of Arab and Islam-based education should be re-as-
sessed to go beyond the idea of fixing identity and belief, 
until it is a future factor for comprehensive and sustainable 
development. This is a necessary option to establish peace 
because it makes religious education the wisdom of life. 
When one can have a correct and close contact with one’s 
Creator and a positive connection with one’s community, 
then one gives the best of what one has, distances oneself 
from introversion to serve humanity.

NECESSITY OF REFORM
The advancement of education requires the adoption of a 
reform-oriented approach, and the reconstruction of edu-
cation systems in the Sahel region. The lack of coherence 
yet to be displayed by education and zeitgeist of today, the 
inability to anticipate social transformations and the evo-
lution of the third millennium generation are main reasons 
for the imbalance of education systems across a number of 
Muslim countries.

Hence, the pressing need to gain the appropriate means 
that can attract and accommodate the interest of future 
generations in learning and acquiring knowledge and skills 
to face the new development challenges and the dangerous 
repercussions of extremism, terrorism and sectarianism 
that persist stubbornly.

In the context of reform, the religious and intellectual ori-
entation should be given special attention; extremism that 
leads to terrorism is usually based on a distorted interpre-
tation of religious scriptures, purposefully concocted to en-
trap youth into extremism and incitement to violence and 
terrorism. Taken together, this makes the following points 
critically necessary:

1. Establishing a dialogue between religious and secular 
education.

2. Supporting Arab and Muslim-based education with the 
principles of social sciences and scientific methods to 
develop sound critical minds.

3. Making it imperative for all education systems in 
the Sahel region to accommodate rational religious 
education.

4. Using religious resources to build citizenship and 
spread tolerance and fraternity. 
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 Editorial Board  
A quarter of a century ago, renowned writer Alvin Toffler, who specializes in the study of futures in his 
important book “Powershift,” observed the interaction between the three sources of power: Power, wealth 
and knowledge. He predicted that the share of knowledge would increase as it moved towards informatics 
in an open space that was difficult to address and prevent. This prophecy, which the world then saw signs 
of fulfilling, pushed everyone - nations, institutions, corporations and groups - towards this growing source 
of power. Terrorists were no exception in this path, using it as a supplement to their subversive tools and 
as important as terrorist attacks, bombings, explosive devices, and suicide operations. Not only through 
their media, but also by exploiting and employing local and international media.

TERRORISM AS A COMMUNICATIVE ACT
TERRORISTS TARGET THE PUBLIC WITH FEAR AND TERROR 

BEFORE THEY TARGET THEIR VICTIMS WITH MURDER
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In November 2007, Robert M. Gates, the US Secretary of De-
fense in the administrations of Republican President Bush 
Sr. and Democrat Barack Obama, was quoted as saying, 
“It›s embarrassing that al-Qaeda is better at delivering its 
message online than America.” A foreign diplomat asked 
me two years ago: “How did one man in a cave outperform 
the world’s greatest communications society?” “Speed, 
agility, and cultural adequacy are terms that do not easily 
come to mind when discussing strategic communications 
of the United States.”

Most terrorist organizations are aware of the status and 
function of the media at all stages of their plans and ac-
tions. This has been monitored by the world’s communica-
tion scientists in their analysis of terrorism as a communi-
cation strategy and their assertion that terrorism involves 
more than violence towards civilians or others. It involves 
some kind of communication element in order to spread a 
message. This is where the function of the media becomes 
central to understanding what makes violence terrorism. 
Frequent research has confirmed the vital function of the 
media for any terrorist group. Because it spreads fear or 
terror to a much larger audience than a relatively small 
group of direct victims of terrorist operations. These 
means provide tools for attracting attention and spreading 
the message of the terrorist group. The central objective 
of terrorism is therefore not simply to carry out violence 
or kill the targets, but rather to spread terror, uncertain-
ty among the population and the message of the terrorist 
group, which emphasizes the merit and usefulness of vio-
lent action. Hence, the media can be considered “partners 
of terrorists,” even their “best friend,” as the global terror-
ism expert Alex Schmidt put it, because it provides them 
with “propaganda oxygen.”

Bruce Hoffman, one of the most prominent scholars of ter-
rorism, says, “Modern media is the main channel of infor-
mation about terrorist acts, and therefore it performs a vi-
tal function in terrorist accounts. Without media follow-up, 
it can be said that the effect has been lost, as it remains 
confined to the direct victims of the attack and cannot reach 
the wider audience that terrorist groups target to spread 
terror and anger.” Furthermore, more than four decades 
ago, Brian Jenkins noted, “terrorist attacks are often care-
fully planned to attract the attention of electronic media 

and international journalism. Terrorism targets not only its 
actual victims, but also those who watch it.” 

According to this data, terrorist attacks can be viewed 
as explicit acts of violent communication, or what nine-
teenth-century anarchists used to call “propaganda of the 
deed”, as the number of witnesses to such attacks is rela-
tively small. 

However, because the most sensitive, brutal and deadly hit 
receives broad news follow-up, it is spreading like wildfire 
all over the world. In his book, An Introduction to Political 
Communications, Brian McNair stated, ‘Terrorism is a form 
of political communication that takes place outside proto-
cols or legal procedures, because terrorists seek media 
fame. To achieve these goals, they use violence to reach 
psychological effects of moral weakening, psychologi-
cal defeat of the enemies and the demonstration of their 
strength to obtain support from society.” Alastair Reed is 
an Associate Fellow at the International Center for Count-
er-Terrorism (ICCT). He stated in a study entitled ‘Towards 
a Framework for Post- Terrorist Incident Communications 
Strategies’, “If we view terrorist acts as communication op-
erations that seek to achieve a propaganda goal that goes 
beyond the immediate aims of destruction, the resulting 
violence appears as the first trigger for generating the 
second and third effects. The goal here is to spread terror 
among the target audiences that the terrorists view as hos-
tile, and to spread ‘inspiration among those they consider 
potential supporters’.”

Investigations of some terrorists have revealed that the 
planning of many terrorist attacks considers media fol-
low-up. In the 1990s, a wave of terrorist attacks in Egypt 
targeted foreign tourists and Christian facilities, such as 
churches and gold shops. When interrogating the arrested 
persons involved in these attacks, it was found that they 
had done so because such attacks attracted more interna-
tional media attention than the targeting of Egyptian police 
or civilians.

Three Objectives of the Terrorist Media
Terrorists try to use the media to achieve three objectives: 
first, to attract public attention, second, to gain sympathy for 
their cause, and third, to spread anxiety and terror among 
the public. There is no scientific evidence that presenting 
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terrorist acts in the media increases public sympathy for 
the perpetrators or their cause. Rather, the opposite may 
happen. In a study conducted in the 1980s, the American 
RAND Corporation found that prolonged media follow-up to 
terrorist kidnappings at the time did not produce any ap-
proval, or public sympathy for the perpetrators, but pro-
duced public attention and fear.

Communication scientists warn that the media often slips - 
unaware - into a stage where terrorists are made “screen 
stars” when the media tries to enhance and dramatize the 
impact of a terrorist act. Thereby increasing the influence, 
interest and fear of people and thus fulfilling the function of 
terrorist public relations. 

The spread of fear and terror among large groups of people 
is undoubtedly one of the most dangerous things a nation 
can face, paralyzing thinking and destroying hope for the 
future, which is what terrorists are targeting. In a substan-
tial survey of 20,000 young people from around the world, 
83% reported that terrorism raised more concerns about 
the future than any other factor of concern, followed by 
conflict and war with 81%.

The information revolution has turned the terrorist act into 
primarily a communications act. The bulk of terrorist activ-
ity has shifted from battlefields to cyberspace. Computers 
and cameras were added to the terrorist’s weapons of rifle 
and bomb of yesterday. Moreover, terrorists used modern 
media and communication technologies to connect their 
networks, plan their aggressive operations and promote 
them with high technology. 

The Media is Spreading the Contagion of Terrorism
Among the most dangerous actions that the media does in 
the service of terrorists - unwittingly - is to contribute to 
spreading terrorism by imitation. The media means have 
the ability to promote imitation methods in general. In the 

field of terrorism, when these means convey terrorist at-
tacks and exaggerate their broadcasting, they encourage 
terrorist organizations to imitate these acts to obtain fame 
and media follow-up themselves.

The theory of imitation, or contagion, has concluded that 
the media means are the most prominent means of “con-
tagion of attacks.” They inspire future attacks and help 
spread terrorist tactics. When these means transmit ter-
rorist attacks, most recipients will undoubtedly not imi-
tate them, and the most affected by them may be terri-
fied. However, extremist groups and individuals do find in 
these attacks and their intensive media follow-up educa-
tional experiences worth repeating.

This has led to the existence of “copycat groups” among 
terrorists. The models and examples observed are many. In 
the March 2019 terrorist attack on two crowded mosques 
in Christchurch, New Zealand, 51 men, women and children 
were killed. The terrorist filmed the killing, broadcasting it 
on the best-known social media platforms. He published 
a 74-page manifesto entitled “The Great Replacement” in 
which he said, ‘I have read the writings of Dylan Roof and 
many others, but only really took true inspiration from An-
ders Breivik.’ The latter was a far-right Norwegian terrorist 
who carried out two terrorist attacks on July 22, 2011, in 
which 77 people were killed, and he emailed a manifesto 
to a group of people. For 19-year-old John T. Ernest from 
San Diego, California, the news of the terrorist incident in 
Christchurch immediately convinced him that he had to em-
ulate this example. He obtained an AR-15 rifle, and wrote 
an official manifesto describing Christchurch as one of his 
heroes. On April 27, 2019, less than six weeks after the 
Christchurch incident, he entered a synagogue for Jews, 
shot at the worshippers, killing one and injuring three, and 
stopped only when his rifle malfunctioned.
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In August of the same year, Patrick Crusius shot and killed 
22 people in a store in El Paso, Arizona, starting his online 
manifesto by saying, “I support the Christchurch shooter 
and his manifesto. This attack is a response to the Hispanic 
invasion of Texas. They are the instigators, not me. I am 
simply defending my country from cultural and ethnic re-
placement brought on by an invasion.”

On 9 October 2019, heavily armed German Stephan Balliet 
entered the courtyard of a synagogue in the German city of 
Halle, attempted to open the synagogue door and killed as 
many worshippers as possible, similar to the Christchurch 
massacre. According to the prosecutor, after failing to pen-
etrate the heavy synagogue door with bullets and explo-
sives, he shot two people nearby, shot them dead, injured 
nine and fled the scene of the incident that he was broad-
casting on Amazon’s Twitch platform.  

Some scholars have tried to test the existence of a causal 
link between the portrayal of terrorism in the media and 
subsequent attacks. A study by Michael Jeter analyzing 
61132 days of an attack in 201 countries revealed that if 
terrorists did not receive media follow-up, the attacks 
would decrease, and that the New York Times increased 
follow-up to terrorist attacks in a country encouraged more 
attacks in that country.

Michelle Ward Ghetti, Professor of Law at Southern Univer-
sity (United States), notes in a study entitled “The Terrorist 
Is a Star” that ““In some respects, the modern terrorist is 
created by the media. The latter broaden and enlarge the 
terrorist and his powers far beyond his true dimension. 
Television puts everyone at the scene of a crime, helpless 
to do anything, engendering feelings of anxiety and fear, 
the terrorist’s instrument of coercion. The public anxiety 
enhances the perceived power of the terrorist in his own 
eyes as well as the eyes of the peer groups and others. This 

enhanced power often leads to imitation and the cycle re-
peats itself.”

Pursuing terrorism in the media poses no less of a threat 
than spreading the contagion of terrorism and imitating it, 
which is spreading of the “cycle of violence.” Continuous 
coverage of terrorism raises the threshold of the level of 
violence that attracts attention in society. Thus prompting 
terrorists to carry out more of violent operations of terror-
ism in order to attract attention and thereby bringing soci-
ety into the “cycle of violence.”

Challenges and Efforts
With the inextricable link between media and terrorism, the 
challenge is even greater among media professionals and 
journalists who follow terrorist groups and their attacks; 
so that they do not make mistakes that provide terrorists 
with the diffusion, they yearn for. With the rapid delivery 
of information on social media, the growing thirst for news 
can expose journalists to the risk of amplifying the terrorist 
threat.

Multiple international efforts have been made to help those 
people avoid such errors and contribute to maximizing the 
impact of the media as an active partner in the fight against 
terrorism. The International Center for Combating Ter-
rorism (ICCT) has established the Mitigating the Impact of 
Media Reporting of Terrorism project, funded by the Euro-
pean Commission for International Cooperation and Devel-
opment. The project intended to produce evidence-based 
guidance, context-sensitive and research-based capac-
ity-building outputs on risks and opportunities in media 
reporting on terrorism and terrorist incidents. Thereby 
demonstrating how media reporting on terrorism can pos-
itively, or negatively, affect the counter-terrorism perspec-
tive. The project has conducted case studies on Libya, Sri 
Lanka and Kenya. 
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 Ashour bin Ibrahim Al-Juhani 
Notoriously rife with terrorist groups, various media outlets and social media platforms have become a breeding ground 
to drum up for their destructive ideologies, snowballing through mysterious and labyrinthine ubiquity into terrorist media. 
Media terrorism, also on the flip side, is the practices displayed by the public media to report on terrorists’ operations, 
methods of communication, while coloring, dramatizing, romanticizing and overplaying the results of their crimes, in such 
a fashion as to throw people into panic and terrorize communities.

TERRORIST MEDIA VIS-À-VIS 
MEDIA TERRORISM

 Editor-in-chief of At-Tahalof Magazine.
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TERRORIST MEDIA
Many media networks and forums have become a breeding 
ground for terrorist groups, flexing their muscles through 
audiovisual contents that lionize their leaders and video 
snippets that showcase their operations. Sprawling and be-
coming more bloated, the media of these terrorist groups 
have thus ballooned into different branch offices, as each 
terrorist group has developed its own media network; their 
messages have varied heart and soul and are provided 
in different languages, such as Arabic, English, German, 
French, Urdu and Hindi, which provided different levels of 
strength, content and quality. 

Terrorist media has transcended borders, cultures, minds 
and extremist beliefs in that it notoriously feeds on consi-
derable expertise and advanced know-how and savvy of 
the internet technicality to achieve the goals of terrorist 
groups. With the rudder under their control, such terro-
rist groups realize their goals, escape prosecution, survive 
siege and accommodate themselves with strongholds for 
safer clandestine communications while engaged in their 
meetings held simultaneously no matter where each ter-
rorist is located. Carved out cautiously, such media havens 
further facilitate their discussions; sharing ideas, plotting 
operations, concluding agreements and drawing on les-
sons learnt. 

INSTITUTIONS AND MESSAGES
Unlike many others who unwittingly make media blunders 
by citing terrorist media outlets, turning their notoriety 
into fame, I have decided just to remind the readership and 
audience of the fact that terrorist groups have developed 

many newspapers, websites, news agencies, publications 
and studios, all highly equipped with the state-of-the-art 
technologies to produce the whole gamut of sophisticated 
media with all effects and facilities, including but not li-
mited to audiovisual production, infographics, interactive 
programs and information supported by statistics, images, 
symbols and codes.

Most of the researchers investigating into terrorist media 
believe that terrorist media outlets attract a myriad of fol-
lowers to learn about their criminal activities and publica-
tions. Such messages seek to further brainwash followers, 
decoy others to slip into their social, religious, ideological 
and political labyrinths, which bring about destructive ideo-
logies that lead up to fatal breakdown, mindset mobilization, 
political and economic frustrations, media campaigns, reli-
gious illusion, and distorted texts, instilling retaliatory and 
hostile actions aided by a strong aversion to law and order.

Parading about their bravado is part of psychological war-
fare; most of the media production of terrorist groups 
places a special attention to force and its connotative re-
velations, displaying military power by deliberately filming 
a convoy of military vehicles running and fighters parading 
boastfully and ostentatiously, when the reality is otherwise. 
More so, they employ use symbols of historical connota-
tions, or titles and nicknames carefully selected from the 
past to stimulate enthusiasm and emotion and enhance 
their mental image by the target recipients, making them 
whimsically salivate while toying with the idea of joining 
such terrorist groups as they are enthused by their inde-
pendent identities can be realized once affiliated. Such pur-
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poseful backgrounds have different ends, seeking to recruit 
the youth to re-introduce them into their communities as 
valiant yet unsung heroes with enthusiastic songs played 
as background ambient music.

MEDIA TERRORISM
There is no question that the media is mandated with in-
forming, sensitizing and educating the public with a flavor 
of entertainment and constructive analyses. Despite the 
multiplicity of media theories about its impact and what it 
should do, what matters to us in this context is the theo-
ry of social responsibility, which brings together different 
media outlets to a set of ethical charters, hence to strike 
a balance between individual freedom and the interests of 
society; responsible freedom is achieved when the media is 
subject to the censorship of public opinion through media 
codes of honor, observing and honoring professional ethics 
and exercising censorship themselves before they publi-
sh their production. In this regard, a widely quoted maxim 
that translates “you are free as long as you do no harm, 
your freedom goes as long as the confines of others’ free-
doms” can be a good reference of conduct. This is relevant 
somehow to a press scoop or release, known as the exclu-
sive media follow-up to increase the number of followers 
and raise the ranking of the media outlet with the products 
and services advertised.

However, the social responsibility based on the refusal 
that the news is only that information piques the interest 
of many people; rather, it addresses current events out-
side the criteria of excitement according to different news-
driven values. However, most media outlets evince entire 
readiness and robust engagement in media blitz to follow 
the news, including news of terrorist organizations in a 
context of crazy speed, heated competition and the relent-
less search for excitement, in such a fashion that certain 
media outlets have been reduced to acting like trumpets 
echoing and drumming up for the propaganda of such ter-
rorist groups, publishing their data and idolizing their lea-
ders albeit notorious criminals.

Therefore, these media have deviated and gone off track, 
providing free advertisements to such terrorist groups. 
To make matters worse, some media outlets receive and 
broadcast video tapes of terrorist groups on the pretext 
of presenting the counterarguments, while some analysts 
and commentators regurgitate a set of terms, such as Isla-
mist Terrorism, Islamist Militants, Terrorists and Jihadists. 
At one point in the terrorist and criminal vibes, some me-
dia outlets practiced uncontrolled media blitz in presenting 
and overplaying and drumming up for the events. Some 
writers even accused some media outlets of practicing the 

same terrorism, with different flavors and subtle nuances 
termed as Media Terrorism.

PUBLICATION OF FACTS
This does not mean that I dissuade media outlets from co-
vering and publishing events or to remain silent to hush 
facts up; what I do mean is that the media people should 
not be led by the temptations of a news scoop, crazy speed 
and exclusivity, so they present their tools as puppets and 
marionettes for terrorists unwittingly. We know that the 
media is always looking for novel publication, couched in 
seriousness, strangeness and witticism, with a personal 
impression, while live streaming natural disasters, calami-
ties, tragedies, human concerns, health and science, along 
with the achievements and successes. This is required be-
cause the media is the cynosure and language of everyday; 
its impact on our lives counts as much as education does. 
One of the most important and sensitive duties of the media 
is its participation in forming public opinion by mobilizing 
the intellectual and moral forces of society towards ideas, 
principles and attitudes that serve the general goals and 
higher interests of the whole country.

If we know that the media uses modern technologies 
to capture the word and image immaculately anytime 
and anywhere, this fact overturns many of the previous 
concepts, making the media use one of the methods of 
domination of more efficiency and less cost and risk than 
military invasion. In light of these facts, those engaged in 
media activities are called for more than ever to carefully 
select and present events most appropriate for the goals 
set, leaving no room for anyone to be anxious about the 
unknown, hence to enhance public opinion and present the 
facts without distortion.

APPROACHES AND SOLUTIONS
Many may pose questions, such as: What is the solution? 
How can we avoid the negative effects of the media in 
addressing terrorism? It is fortunate that the approaches 
by which the relationship between the media and terrorism 
can be managed in such a fashion that the former does not 
become a stepping stone of a springboard for the latter 
have been discussed; experts in communication, sociology, 
law and politics have identified a number of problems and 
solutions in the media coverage of terrorism, that can be 
summarized in the following:

1) ENHANCING EFFICIENCY MEDIA FOLLOWERS 
OF TERRORISM:
Rarely do you find specialization in media institutions 
that follow terrorism, and often journalists do not have a 
deep understanding of terrorism. One of the solutions put 
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forward to address the blunders of media coverage of ter-
rorism is to raise the efficiency of journalists and media 
professionals. Covering terrorism-related news in the me-
dia requires special capabilities in investigation and ana-
lysis on complex topics that affect international politics, 
the relationships of internal and external political forces, 
religion, or transnational crimes. Terrorism may be one 
of the areas that require the greatest level of professional 
competencies. Snappily and pithily worded, a piece of wis-
dom reads: “The media is keen on how to follow and cover 
crises, but does not necessarily know about the crisis fol-
lowed and covered”.

When applying this saying to terrorism, we find that most 
of the journalists approaching it may not have a good back-
ground of extremism and terrorism, and are satisfied to 
report information without conducting analyses; they lack 
the skills necessary for verification and validation. Honesty 
requires acknowledging that the lack of professional com-
petence in counterterrorism is not limited to journalists 
and media professionals who follow terrorism in the me-
dia; rather, it extends to researchers who analyze the said 
phenomenon. As revealed by a survey, more than 70% of 
researchers who addressing terrorism in their publica-
tions and research studies are not subject-matter spe-
cialists; rather, they respond to the requirements of the 
market, which is keen to examine terrorism and learn eve-
rything about it, while peoples have sustained the woes and 
scourge of terrorism.

2) CENSORSHIP GUIDELINES:
There are two components to censorship: local and global; 
if control over local media seems possible by most govern-
ments, it becomes a problem for global media companies, 
especially social media platforms, which is what terrorists 
realize and are interested in, increasing the level of violence 
to prove that the global media will not be able to ignore a 
terrorist act, they well know that there is a critical mass of 
terrorism that breaks through barriers in the media.

Many experts agree that the negative impact of media re-
porting on terrorism can be mitigated by self-censorship, 
if media outlets are willing to prioritize internal guidelines, 
not desperately dying for life-or-death competition and 
exclusive scoops. Such guidelines should acknowledge 
that terrorists seek free propaganda with acts of vio-
lence, and that the ample media follow-up and coverage 
of their crimes can increase the negative impact of terro-
rism. Those responsible for developing internal guidelines 
should take into account the fact that media follow-up and 
coverage can cause direct harm by interfering with police 
or causing disruption of law and order or spreading fear.

As is the case with journalistic guidelines for approaching 

issues, guidelines for following and covering terrorism-re-
lated events should be developed. This means that wording 
should be immaculate and accurate in such a manner that 
does not polish up the image of terrorist criminals or stereo-
typing them according to religion, gender, or anything else.

3) DEFINING TERRORISM FRAMEWORK:
It is very important to frame the follow-up and coverage 
of terrorism; it is related to the interpretive structures 
that journalists use to place specific events in their broa-
der context. This includes choosing specific aspects when 
describing the topic being pursued, defined, interpreted 
and evaluated at the ethical level. Framing is expressed by 
choosing or rejecting topics, their sequence, modes of pre-
sentation, choice of speakers and images, and the use of 
some words and titles.

The theory of frameworks in the media field addresses 
the ability of the means of communication to place the 
messages presented in specific templates, that make the 
audience think about them as the ones who build media 
content, and then this content can build meanings for spe-
cific issues in the context of their relationship with social, 
economic and cultural values in reality. The theory is based 
on a key saying that translates: The media has a high capa-
city to summarize facts and events, and to present them to 
the public in specific frameworks that carry meanings and 
ideas, which help the public to understand and dismantle 
these complex facts and events.

If the world has not yet entirely eliminated terrorism, the 
media should at least contribute to reducing its risks by 
framing its approach in a context that reveals its risks, pro-
tects the audience from its ideologies, and fosters aware-
ness and insight. For example, the media framing of terro-
rism in Britain is concerned with highlighting that terrorism 
is a crime and not a war. Most of the media framing of ter-
rorism after the terrorist attacks has focused on the need 
to resort to methods that are more feasible in facing the 
challenge of terrorism.

CONCLUSION
To better maintain a normal and disciplined public opinion, 
the media should be highly professional and socially res-
ponsible; if there is an event that should be followed up 
and covered by the media, then let that be in accordance 
with the dictates of conscience and ethics without intimi-
dation or understatement. Since the media is a major and 
vital part of the social system, it should be used to provide 
a message of enlightenment, education and entertainment, 
without terrorizing society, while avoiding opening Pando-
ra’s box to the public opinion or room for rumors, psycholo-
gical warfare and misinterpretations. 
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Many research studies have been conducted on terrorist media, be it au-
diovisual, visual, printed, electronic, or otherwise describing, explaining, 
criticizing and assailing the form and content of such media messages. 
Ripping these articles to shreds, critics have also identified their tools 
and those developing and using such tools with the impact created on 
society. Taken together, such media organizations have gone further 
steps, drawing heavily on signs and connotations; some are deep-
er and more permanent than direct discussion, whether they tickle 
feelings, provoke retaliatory instincts or persuade people to adopt a 
deeply ingrained ideology with religion reduced down to a consum-
able commodity, most exploited with deception, suavity, astuteness 
and dogged determination.

 Dr. AMMAR ALI HASSAN   

SEMIOTICS OF VIOLENCE
  SIGNIFICANCE OF SIGNS, SYMBOLS 
AND IMAGES IN TERRORIST MEDIA

 Novelist and Researcher in Political Sociology, Egypt.
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EMPLOYING SYMBOLS AND SIGNS
Terrorist organizations are fully aware of employing sym-
bols, signs, colors, and images to defend their perceptions, 
attracting followers and expanding areas of sympathy to 
create a public sphere or social environment; if the com-
munity decoyed does not support them, at least it will not 
go against them. This is a gain that counts for short or long 
term. As strategized, terrorist organizations are doing it for 
a bet that the public will sit on the fence, grappling with the 
active political, social and security forces, which extrem-
ists and terrorists realize are a stumbling block to their 
access to power.

Combined together, it has become necessary to provide an 
explanation of how semiotics is used in the discourse and 
media practice of terrorist organizations, such as the slo-
gans they coin, the icons they invent, the banners they un-
furl, the body language shown in their gestures, the outfit 
their followers wear, the way they appear and the photos 
they publish.

We should provide a deeper and more detailed description 
and analysis of the silent side of the glaringly bold media, 
using tools, names and icons that are infamously more im-
pressive and impactful than snappy phrases and flowery 
languages. The signs in the extremists’ discourse are visi-
ble, and it seems that they are downright wary and cautious 
of such tools. Otherwise, they would not have sought to dis-
tinguish themselves in appearance and outfit from other 
members of society, and encrust their speech with repeated 

phrases. Hardly can one organization be distinguished from 
the other when closely examining their distinctive features 
as they have almost the same traits and characteristics. 
These sentences have become codes to identify them and 
understand their ideologies and appearances.

Naturally, their highly exploited semiotics has a profound 
impact on making such organisations widely visible and 
distinguishable, and spreading their ideologies. Through-
out history, militarized organizations, or those with politi-
cal orientations, have a tendency to use symbols and icons, 
and are keen to export a specific image of themselves to 
the public, depending on the goals and objectives devel-
oped and set.

In the past, these signs were widely spread through maga-
zines or newspapers issued by such organizations, as well 
as on the banners fluttering and waving in their public con-
ferences and religious and political seminars, as well as 
in the public statements and clandestine publications. By 
time, the internet, especially social media, created wider 
opportunities to make themselves notoriously ubiquitous.

Monitoring the traditional direct media messages of ter-
rorist organizations and analyzing their form and content 
would not pay off to learn about their potential for public-
ity, ubiquity, visibility and attraction. Equally important, it 
would be helpful to assess their awareness by adopting 
a media discourse that goes beyond the regular means 
that have drawn the attention of the security services, re-
searchers, and editors who specialize in following issues of 
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religious violence and terrorism, exploring the seemingly 
silent content, shrouded in semiotics and connotations that 
translate the ideologies of extremists, militants and orga-
nized groups into violence and terrorism.

ORIGINS OF EXTREMIST SEMIOTICS 
The discourse of extremists and terrorists is not derived 
from nowhere; rather, it is built on others, even if the oth-
er is old and silent in the view of modernists, enlighteners, 
advocates of the application of reason or those calling for 
renewal in jurisprudence and interpretation. Such a dis-
course is full of constant movement, renewal, and efficien-
cy in the eyes of extremists and militants, who are more 
inclined to the old because their ancestors adopted it and 
they are following suit.

Terminologies such as ‘banner’ and not ‘flag’, ‘sword’ and 
not ‘gun’, and ‘division’ and not ‘class’, are the most dis-
cussed and used by these groups, and they are not empty 
terminologies; rather, they are words charged and couched 
with meaningful indicative signs and connotations. They 
can be employed without effort to achieve the goals of 
these organizations. An example is the adoption of an ex-
tremist group of the concept of a “surviving faction” and 
each group claiming that it represents it; they seek to dis-
place the contemporary concept of civil institutions, entities 

and gatherings, which are not necessarily established on 
a religious basis, or such groups claim that such a group 
with its pure and religious values is the only trustworthy in 
worldly practices.

Many cultures seek beyond their roots to prove that what 
they are is not born out of thin air or comes overnight of 
no past legacy; rather, they well understand and are aware 
of temporal, spatial and contextual differences. Extremists 
and rigid people in every belief, culture or thought falsely 
believe that only the old legacy is the best for use and circu-
lation, and that is why every old legacy becomes a ‘symbol’, 
be it historical leaders, religious trends, or books written 
by the predecessors; more so, some individuals transform 
into what goes beyond their personalities to become com-
plete symbols that are dubbed bombastic and pretentious 
titles such as ‘Hujjat Al-Islam’, ‘Sheikh Al-Islam’, ‘Nation’s 
Pontiff’, ‘Relief’, and ‘Qutb’ ... etc.!

MODERN ASPECTS OF RELIGIOUS AND 
POLITICAL GROUPS
Many have meticulously thought of the slogan of the Broth-
erhood, which consists of two crossed swords and the Holy 
Quran, and the plural imperative verb form of “You All Pre-
pare” cited from the Holy Quran, inferring by this that the 
group, since its inception by Hassan Al-Banna in 1928, has 
focused on using material power to change society followed 
by the government, according to its vision and pathway.

Such a ‘symbol’, with all its semantic and semiotic connota-
tions and denotations, with the use of the image of the Qu-
ran and the green color that symbolizes goodness, growth 
and prosperity to be a justifiable framework. Many confirm 
that what the Brotherhood will do when empowered differs 
from what it calls for when still trudging through vulnera-
bility and patience; with all suavity and courtesy displayed 
cannot make people blind to the statement made by Al-Ban-
na: “The strength of this religion is best manifested in the 
Holy Quran that well guides and a sword that will achieve 
victory.” Simply put, this means that the sword and the Holy 
Quran are yoked together and work in tandem; while in re-
ality, the sword is glaringly outdoing the Holy Quran.

By the same token, it is almost true for the Egyptian Islam-
ic Group, which made the Holy Quran go between the two 
blades of the sword, brandishing and wielding it at anywhere 
as if translating the verse quoted from the Holy Quran: “Fight 
them so as to make no room for sedition and religion be-
comes all for Allah”. After the launch of the initiative to bring 
violence to an end in 1997 and the start of negotiations with 
the security services, the sword was raised and an alterna-
tive Quranic verse was put up: “To establish the religion and 
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not to become divided for it”. This verse remained and the 
sword returned after the January Revolution.

Although some of the group’s leaders remained silently 
loyal to the old slogan, and returned to violence after the 
Brotherhood’s rule was overthrown in July 2013, their 
choice of another verse and the removal of the sword 
shows their awareness of the impact of symbols on the life 
of any group or organization. 

The slogan of JIHAD group is a knight on a horse, with a 
black flag on his left and his weapon on his right, claim-
ing that it is the banner of the Messenger Muhammad, 
peace be upon him, and that he used the sword as a way of 
change and empowerment, although most of the wars that 
took place during the era of the Messenger were defensive. 
This slogan, with all its connotations, was applied in the 
various jihadist organizations until adopted by the ‘Al-Qae-
da’, before the ‘Jihad Organization’ itself moved to another 
symbol, which is the Holy Quran between two automatic 
rifles in 1994, before the so-called ‘International Islamic 
Front for Fighting Crusaders and Jews’ known in the media 
and on the security level as ‘Al-Qaeda’ in 1998, by adopting 
another slogan, which is a black banner on which is written 
monotheism-based phrase: ‘There is no god but Allah, Mu-
hammad is the Messenger of Allah’, similar to the color of 
the banner that the Messenger took to the Muslim army at 
the beginning of the call. ISIS has adopted the same slogan.

In addition to slogans, these groups and organizations em-
ploy images to establish a mental image, which they want 
to spread and entrench to show their strength and power, 
as notoriously displayed in the image of the burning of the 
Jordanian pilot, Moaz Al-Kasasbeh, who was imprisoned 
in a cage and set on fire. Likewise, the image of Egyptian 
Christians kneeling with their necks stretched forward to 

be hit by an ISIS sword. Then the pictures show how the sea 
shore opposite this brutal place of execution was bloodied. 
These are two despicably blatant cases, as ISIS is interest-
ed in employing the image in the service of its purposes.

As for appearance, many groups are keen to distinguish 
themselves from other people, as well as from their coun-
terparts, such as the dress code that distinguishes the fol-
lowers of the Tabligh and Da’wah group from the rest, with 
the fringes that hang from their turbans. The Brotherhood 
are generally keen to distinguishe themselves with short 
beards and manicured mustaches. ISIS adopts black uni-
forms, not only for women, who are called the "Sables", but 
also for men. All of this symbolism coupled with semiotics 
is unspoken connotations.

EXTREMISTS AND THE IMPLICATIONS OF BODY 
LANGUAGE
The semiotics of extremist organizations not only used tra-
ditional expressions charged with paradoxical connotations 
of their contexts and are used connotatively and sometimes 
more symbolically; rather, they went beyond slogans and 
banners to employ body language in achieving their goals. 
Those who follow the rhetoric of these groups find their 
leaders and preachers employ their bodies in persuasion, 
intimidation and terrorization in case of their strength, and 
in courtship and rapprochement in their weakness to gain 
sympathy until they recover their strength.

Throughout their history, these organizations have known 
many leaders and preachers who addressed the public in 
direct or televised meetings, or in the electronic media, and 
they were adept at using body language, either to help their 
spoken words achieve their goals and objectives or for that 
body language to express in its own right myriad meanings 
and thoughts, while they are silent. 
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TERRORISM 
TERMINOLOGY IN THE 

MEDIA:
RANDOM USAGE AND THE NECESSITY 
OF A UNIFIED REGULATORY LEXICON 

 Mohammed bin Saeed Al Futaisi     
Agreement on a clear definition of media concepts and termi-
nology related to the terrorist phenomenon is crucial. It tran-
scends the proper generation of ideas and perceptions to pro-
tecting researchers and specialists in areas related to media 
issues, such as politics, law and international relations, from 
misrepresentation or manipulation of those terms.

It also contributes to achieving deeper and more far-reach-
ing goals in many areas of human life. Such as stability, se-
curity, peace, justice, human rights, intellectual and cultural 
education of young people, spreading the culture of peace 
among nations and peoples, and influencing the standing and 
dignity of nations and their relationship with the rest of the 
international system.

 Academic Researcher in Criminal Policy to Combat 
   Terrorism, Sultanate of Oman.
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Terminology and Concepts
The loss of a unified lexicon of terminol-
ogy that enables media professionals to 
abide by it and helps them to be accurate 
in their use has made it difficult to grasp 
the differences between certain terms, 
such as terrorism aimed at indiscrimi-
nately killing civilians, extremism aimed 
at fundamentalist change and the distinc-
tion between armed individuals facing oc-
cupying forces and terrorists.

This brief article addresses three issues to 
illustrate and reflect them in general rath-
er than in detail. First, what is meant by 
terrorist terms? Second, the impact of the 
circulation of these terms in different ar-
eas. Third, the areas and uses of concepts 
and terminology related to terrorism.

Many media terms related to the terrorist 
phenomenon are spread internationally 
in various official or private media, in the 
media of traditional or virtual terrorist or-
ganizations. Most of those concepts and 
terminology are open to interpretation 
and multiple clarifications, which expands 
the prevalence of loose media terminol-
ogy and misconceptions and negatively 
affects many aspects of human life and 
aspects of political and security stability.

In addition, these terms and concepts en-
tered the lexicon of Arab Islamic Media 
and had a clear impact on the formation 
and conscience of the Arab and Muslim 
man. These words have become negative 
perceptual manifestations of the recip-
ient, creating distorted images of Islam 
and Muslims among Muslims themselves. 
One of the most prominent examples 
used in the media is the term “Islamic 
State” and its use in reference to ISIS.

What is meant by the terrorism terms in 
the media? Alternatively, what is meant 
by the terminology of terrorism in the ter-
rorist media?

Terrorism media terms or terrorism ter-
minology related to the media domain 
means the collection of media concepts 
and terminology related to or overlapping 
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with the terrorist phenomenon in other aspects and do-
mains, such as politics, security and law. Notable examples 
include information penetration, promotion of terrorism, 
electronic jihad, virtual damage, and communicative pledge 
of allegiance, parallel information sources and the stirring 
up of sectarian discourse.

Recently, there have been some specialized and institution-
al endeavors and efforts to monitor, collect and limit these 
terms to an independent publication, and subsequently de-
fine and clarify what they mean to address the problems 
and challenges posed by the chaos and confusion in inter-
preting and employing these terms and concepts. Notable 
among them are the “Dictionary of Terrorism Terms” proj-
ect adopted by the Islamic Military Counter Terrorism Co-
alition and the “Unified Terminology Guide” in covering the 
phenomenon of terrorism.

Impact and Influence
The terminology of terrorism in the media domain has 
many different effects stemming from the expansion of the 
areas of the terrorist phenomenon itself and its threats, 
in addition to the power of the media and its influence on 
various human, developmental and civilizational aspects. 
These terms overlap with other areas, whether affected or 
influenced by those areas. They include political, cultural, 
legal, social, economic, security and military meanings.

By way of example and not limitation, in the media sphere, 
terrorism terms have a significant and dangerous impact 
on the formation of individuals’ awareness and culture, in 
so-called mass communication, or the cultural and ideolog-
ical impact of the terrorist phenomenon. Different media 

can convey misperceptions about some issues related to 
the terrorist phenomenon by inflating certain concepts and 
terms, caring for some particulars and separating them 
from their general context.

The difficulty of reaching agreed definitions of the terms 
of terrorism has had a clear negative impact in the legal 
and legislative sphere, particularly on the achievement of 
criminal justice and human rights. Foremost among them 
is the very concept of terrorism along with other terms of 
the media side. The term terrorism continues to be defined 
differently at the international level to this day, with the ex-
ception of the definition contained in the Arab Convention 
for the Suppression of Terrorism of 1998. It is regrettable 
that the literal Arabic translation of this term, translated 
from the Latin term terrorism, has many serious impli-
cations. Most notably the adoption of the term by many 
researchers and the media in its Western meanings, and 
action to combat terrorist crimes in accordance with that 
Western concept.

Adding to the difficulty of agreeing on definitions of terror-
ist terms is the loss of scientific, literary or academic ref-
erence to which reference can be made to determine the 
meaning of the terms and concepts used in the media. Most 
counter-terrorism laws lack exhaustive definitions that 
prohibit many media terms and concepts associated with 
terrorist crimes, especially crimes related to information 
technology, media and electronic journalism, social media, 
or crimes of media financing and support.

The magnitude of the political and psychological impact 
and influence is well known due to the anarchism and am-
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biguity in the meaning of many of the media terms of ter-
rorism. The media generally circulate those media terms 
related to the terrorist phenomenon without investigation 
or scrutiny, which negatively affects the validity of media 
broadcasting. Thus, it deprives the recipient entitlement to 
access the correct information, as well as profoundly af-
fects the political stability and relationship between peo-
ples and governments.

The concept of political poisoning resulting from the circu-
lation of those distorted terms used by some media upon 
covering terrorist operations, and in various programs re-
lated to the terrorist phenomenon, may have a significant 
impact on the destruction of quite a few political attitudes 
and international relations. Political poisoning targets the 
mind and self of man in an attempt to influence his constan-
cy and thinking. Political poisoning is part of a full-scale 
psychological war, and its success or failure is often not 
seen until years later, measured by how much it changes 
the sectors of a country’s political elite, intellectual elite, 
and then public opinion.

A study based on a survey of media professionals in a me-
dia strategy to counter the terrorist phenomenon, entitled 
“Contact person and problems in dealing with terrorism 
issues”, has established a range of media terms and con-
cepts that need to be fine-tuned by specialists and experts 
in order to improve the level of media follow-up to terrorist 
incidents. The study recommended that some terms should 
be replaced with others, in order to normalize the terrorist 
phenomenon without inflating or underestimating it and to 
escape the trap of contributing to the spread of terrorism.

Fields and Uses
The terminology and concepts of terrorism related to the 
media field are used in many human, developmental and 
civilizational fields and disciplines, directly or indirectly. 
This is because of the overlap and exchange between them 
and the need for those fields to use different media. 

This overlap has been aided by the proliferation and rapid 
development of the media in the last decades of the twen-
tieth century, especially electronic media and social media 
penetration. Perhaps the most dangerous area in which 
terrorist media terminology is used is in the legislative 
and legal domain, with regard to legal concepts and termi-
nology specific to terrorist offences, as well as the media 

war between political regimes and their security agencies 
on the one hand and terrorist organizations on the other. 
Some international media, information networks and web-
sites have contributed to the widespread and immediate 
publicity of terrorist acts. As a result, terrorists have an 
extensive media presence throughout the world.

This has enabled terrorist organizations to manipulate media 
terminology and change it to conform to their interests in dis-
seminating terrorist ideas. Thus exploiting their own media, or 
by transmitting documents, articles and newsletters written, 
published and circulated by official and private media with-
out revision or scrutiny. Consequently, spreading misleading, 
defamatory religious and human terms to serve the interests, 
orientations and curricula of terrorist organizations.

The use of media terms and concepts of terrorism cannot 
be confined to this brief article, such as propaganda and 
marketing, in which terms such as promotion and facilita-
tion abound. In addition, the military and security domain 
uses media terms, such as recruitment, electronic jihad, 
masterminds, lone wolves and suicidal children, as well as 
the financial sphere in which the terms extortion, financing 
of terrorism, money laundering, etc., are used.

In conclusion
The loss of a unified specialized Arab media reference con-
taining terrorism terms in general, and media terms in par-
ticular, and empowering media professionals and others 
who deal with this type of terminology, is one of the most 
prominent reasons for the spread of misconceptions when 
the Arab media follow terrorist incidents. 

In addition, it has contributed to the unintended and often 
indirect support of terrorism by disseminating those con-
cepts and terms that terrorist organizations wish to spread 
among individuals and societies. Hence, the terrorist phe-
nomenon has inflated by giving it a much larger scale and 
strength than its real size. Therefore, an important recom-
mendation is the need to expedite the issuance of the “Dic-
tionary of Terrorism Terms” of the Islamic Military Counter 
Terrorism Coalition. It would serve as a reference for media 
research institutions and others to standardize terminolo-
gy, to contribute to the elimination of confusion in the use of 
terms related to the terrorist phenomenon in general, and 
Arabic media terminology in particular. 
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 Dr. Howaida Mustafa

Terrorism has become a global phenom-
enon that engulfs most regions of the world 
to varying degrees, and many violent and ter-
rorist incidents that have increased in the last two 
decades of the last century are being reported in var-
ious media. Although the essence of terrorism remains 
the same; the use or the threat of violence to instigate fear in 
society by targeting individuals, groups, institutions or the system 
of government in society in order to achieve a specific political objec-
tive, the forms of terrorism are numerous and diverse. 

There is no doubt that the media plays a pivotal role in shaping attitudes and 
tendencies. It affects the acquisition of knowledge and information by the public, particu-
larly at times of crisis. The public relies more on them in situations of conflict and insta-
bility, the spread of violent and terrorist incidents, thereby finding consistent meanings 
and appropriate interpretations of events. This is due to the violent and sudden nature of 
terrorist incidents, disruption and deviation from established norms and values in society, 
with wide-ranging and consequential impacts, as well as lack of available information.

 Dean of the Faculty of Media, Cairo University.

MEDIA AND 
COUNTERING 
TERRORISM

RESPONSIBILITY 
AND IMPACT
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Media and Handling of Events
All of the above highlight the significance of the media, 
which has become a major source of knowledge and in-
formation about these terrorist events, and of influencing 
public attitudes towards them. These events are classified 
by media professionals and journalists as events of great 
news value, as they involve an excessive amount of con-
flict, and therefore feature prominently in media interests 
of various kinds.

Today, the concept of terrorism and terrorist actors are 
controversial, with multiple interpretations of the concept 
of political violence, the distinction between terrorism 
and resistance to occupation, and other concepts asso-
ciated with terrorism. They are all concepts that must 
be carefully dealt with by the media when dealing with 
this worrying phenomenon, because the role of the media 
towards terrorism is not limited to providing the public 
with information about terrorist events only. Rather, it ex-
tends to treating these events with a professionalism that 
makes a serious and effective contribution to drawing 
attention to the dangerous and renewed nature of these 
events. This requires more systematic and intellectual ef-
forts by the media, developing policies capable of direct-
ing professional persuasion practices to the risk of such 
events and what the public must do to deal with them, 
as well as supporting the sense of psychological security 
that is needed in the public because of the negative con-
sequences of terrorist operations.

From this standpoint, and given the nature of terrorism 
issues and their negative consequences to the public, an 
integrative approach to dealing with them becomes neces-
sary. They are dealt with not only by the security services, 
but also by all educational, cultural and intellectual insti-
tutions, civil and religious, and by the media of all types, 
orientations and patterns of ownership, based on the re-
sponsibility of the professional and social functions of the 
media towards society.

Media Societal Responsibility
In order for the media to best fulfil its societal function, at-
tention must be paid to a number of matters and elements, 
the most important of which are:

 🔶 Providing analytical and critical information materials 
on the various political, intellectual and social areas 
related to terrorism issues, drawing on the views of 
experts and analysts, as well as on the results of stud-
ies and research in this area.

 🔶 Attention to making different information available 
to the public; to obtain facts about different terrorist 
events and issues.

 🔶 Stimulating public interest in media handling of ter-
rorism issues by the provided materials that encour-
age the public to interact meaningfully with these 
treatments, using both persuasive and emotional ap-
proaches.

 🔶 Attention to in-depth remedies in response to terrorist 
incidents, not just immediate or superficial confronta-
tion.

 🔶 Highlight local, regional and international efforts to 
combat terrorism resolutely and seriously by motivat-
ing the public to react to such efforts.

 🔶 Immediate response to all rumors, whether internal or 
external.

 🔶 Highlight guidance on citizens’ responsibility in con-
fronting terrorism and terrorist movements.

 🔶 While these elements are key requirements for media 
handling in response to terrorism, care must also be 
taken to avoid mistakes that media sometimes makes 
when dealing with terrorism issues.
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Media Errors
In order for the media to avoid making mistakes when deal-
ing with terrorism issues, it is necessary to highlight the 
most important mistakes that are expected to fall into:

• More attention should be paid to the event than to the phe-
nomenon, as the media pays more attention to terrorist 
operations than to terrorism as a phenomenon that has 
its causes, repercussions and dangerous consequences.

• The predominance of news reporting in media fol-
low-up and the provision of prompt follow-up without 
adequate information and data on terrorist incidents. 

• Lack of analytical and investigative explanatory char-
acter of terrorist incidents in media follow-up.

• Lack of interest in addressing the various roots, caus-
es and perspectives of terrorism.

• Pursuing terrorist operations as an isolated event, 
rather than as a context-specific process with specific 
objectives.

• Absence of a clear-sighted media strategy, objectives, 
tools and methods, in the face of terrorist media that 
uses all modern means and communication tech-
niques to spread rumors and misinformation. 

• Lack of qualified and trained media competence to 
deal with terrorism. 

• Security, social, psychological, cultural, religious and 
educational experts and specialists are often not used 
to provide integrated media processing.

• Rapid broadcasting of inaccurate information and 
data, and lack of reliance on concerned authorities in 
order to achieve a media scoop.

• Lack of regularity and continuity in media follow-up, 
which weakens its impact.

• Lack of integrated coordination among the media, in-
stitutions and bodies concerned with countering ter-
rorism.

• The lack of balance in media monitoring and its swing 
between underestimation and intimidation of terrorist 
events, which renders it discredited.

• Absence of an integrated vision for tackling terrorism 
in media processing.

• Lack of adherence to professional norms and stan-
dards during media follow-up of terrorist events. 

• Failure to employ modern communication technolo-
gies in media dealing with terrorist incidents. 

• Absence of a code of media honor to which media or-
ganizations are committed in dealing with terrorist 
incidents.

• Absence of a media strategy to counter terrorism, 
which requires the formulation of a media strategy 
based on different pillars and themes to serve as a 
guide for media professionals in their media follow-up 
to terrorism issues.

Media Strategy

1) The foundations of the media strategy:
The media strategy is based on indispensable foundations, 
the most prominent of which are: 

• Activating the role of the media in improving the 
knowledge of individuals, evaluating their attitudes 
and behavior in the face of extremism and highlighting 
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the dangers of terrorism to the individual and society. 

• Stressing the significance of the media in achieving 
intellectual security that the hostile media threatens. 

• Commitment to credibility and objectivity in the media 
message, away from misinformation and excitement. 

• Attention to outreach messages to individuals and 
communities, and well thought out media programs 
aimed at dealing with terrorism, especially in villages, 
regions and border areas.

• Emphasizing that the responsibility to combat ter-
rorism is a collective and solidarity responsibility, in 
which all state agencies and all media with their vari-
ous types join.

• Adopting an integrative approach to countering terror-
ism, while promoting moderation, dialogue and toler-
ance within the concept of comprehensive security.

2) Media Strategy Objectives: 
• Making public opinion aware that terrorism is aimed at 

terrorizing the safe, destroying vital installations and 
forming public opinion against extremism in its vari-
ous forms.

• Purifying media programs from anything that pro-
motes violence, extremism and terrorism.

• Renewing the language of media discourse, correct 
misconceptions of jihad in the name of God and distin-
guish between terrorism and legitimate resistance to 
occupation in divine laws and international laws.

• Highlighting the values of tolerance and rejection of 
extremism and terrorism advocated by religions. 

• Raising public awareness of terrorist acts and raising 
community awareness of the negative consequences 
of terrorism. 

• Educating young people intellectually, socially and cul-
turally about the danger of extremism and terrorism, 
and strengthening the values of loyalty and patriotism.

• Qualifying and training of media teams to be able to 
deal with modern technologies and realize the objec-
tives of the media strategy to counter terrorism.

3) Information Strategy Implementation:
• Development of public awareness of the threat of ter-

rorism and the importance of countering it with the 
information materials provided by the media that mo-
tivate the public to engage meaningfully. 

• In-depth treatment in response to terrorist events, not 
just immediate confrontation. 

• Highlighting local, regional and international efforts to 
combat terrorism in order to motivate the public to in-
teract with these efforts. 

• Coordination between the public and private media 
sectors to highlight the threat of terrorism, the impor-
tance of countering it, adherence to professional con-
trols and not seeking ill-considered media preemption.

• Developing the informational culture of the journalist 
about terrorism with educational tools to explain the 
phenomenon, its trends and its stages of development, 
and defining terms intertwined with the phenomenon 
of terrorism (armed resistance, violence, extremism, 
peaceful resistance, confrontation, and all kinds of 
sectarian, denominational and ethnic conflict).

• Using various information materials (recorded audio 
materials, awareness campaigns, recorded videos) to 
raise awareness of the dangers of terrorism, reveal its 
causes, elements and motives, as well as investigations 
and reports illustrating aspects of the phenomenon. 

• Developing religious programs and materials present-
ed in the media, attention to moderation and the values 
of tolerance and peace, and the fight against extremist 
and takfirist ideology.

• Dealing with caution with the media data of terrorist 
movements that broadcast on websites; so as not to be 
a way to promote those trends.

• Attention to formulating the media message with sev-
eral considerations, the most important of which are: 
explaining the legal, security and legislative aspects 
of countering terrorist crimes. Attention to guidance 
on citizens’ responsibility to counter terrorism. At-
tention is paid to the ongoing training of media pro-
fessionals in dealing with the phenomenon of terror-
ism. Attention to the preventive aspect of countering 
terrorism; to provide integrated follow-up and to pro-
vide insights that help the public to form a national 
public opinion that is transformed into an attitude, 
and thus positive behavior, towards countering ter-
rorism. Use and standardize terminology that defines 
and clarifies the concept of terrorism to avoid the use 
of terminology that serves the faith and objectives of 
terrorist groups and organizations. Reducing the vis-
ibility of the psychological impact of terrorist opera-
tions for the morale of the people. Interest in official 
data; as it is a reliable source for broadcasting accu-
rate information on terrorist operations. 
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FROM SOCIAL MOTIVES TO RELIGIOUS COVER:

ROOT CAUSES OF YOUTH 
RADICALIZATION IN NIGER

 Dr. OUMAROU MAKAMA BAWA 

The root causes of conflict in Niger vary and are multi-faceted; the local people are 
still trapped into a state of utter confusion, wondering about the true motives for 
youth joining armed groups. This article provides the opinions and explanations 
for the reasons that may lead some individuals to slip into extremism or acts 
of violence, drawing on a research study conducted by interdisciplinary teams 
in close cooperation with the Laboratory for Studies and Research in Social 

Planning and Local Development (LASDEL) in Niger, and in partnership with the Stockholm 
International Peace Research Institute in Denmark (SIPRI).

CAUSES AND MOTIVES
Youth unemployment, rife in cities or rural 
areas, has become a real disaster, as the 
lack of job opportunities and decent profes-
sional acquisition, the decline in agricultural 
crops due to climate change and the loss of 
security and stability have all brought about 
mass migration to major cities in Niger or to 
neighboring countries. Equally important, the 
state of lethargy, lassitude and weariness 

caused by drought for long seasons that the 
youth of the countryside sustain makes them 
glaringly poor and sluggish, enticing them to 
join armed groups.

Poverty coupled with unemployment are 
among the most important factors that drive 
youth to slip into extremism as a salvation 
method through joining terrorist groups. 
Some individuals become mercenaries to 
make a living, benefiting from the livelihoods 
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they share. Once young people pledge allegiance to extrem-
ist groups, they receive money, a weapon and a motorbike.

Likewise, the members share the goods and livestock sto-
len from the locals, and consider such looting as war spoils. 
As a result, shepherds have organized themselves into an 
armed group for self-defense and the protection of prop-
erty when burglary occurs; self-defense groups under the 
supervision of community leaders conduct chasing opera-
tions to recover stolen property. Often the youth of these 
groups turn into gangs and bandits. This further exacer-
bates the deterioration of the situation due to the lack of 
security, and the unemployed youths commit robbery while 
blocking the road as a means to earn money and trade.

Sadly enough, the administrative authorities failed to fulfill 
their duty; they have not resolved conflicts or settled dis-
putes arising between communities. Injustice or grievance 
created by this poor management encouraged youth to reb-
el and join armed groups.

The shepherds, among most impacted, migrate across the 
borders, and their families live in the grazing area that ex-
tends over the greater part of the Diffa region. For decades, 
they have been subjected to assaults, and their livestock 
being stolen by thieves, and the administrative authorities 
are still helpless to solve the problem and protect these 
locals from the notorious murderous aggressors. Locals 
feel the bitterness of injustice because the authorities fail 
to protect them and brush aside their interests. Such griev-
ance exaggerates and fuels resentment, hence leads to dis-
obedience and insurgency.

The low level of education of most of the youth in the coun-
tryside, among other reasons, accounts for this dire situa-
tion; they are not educated in schools, and their parents lost 
control over them, ending up with the loss of traditional and 
cultural values. The teachers believe that the government 
system has abandoned achieving the goals of educating 
youth in remote areas. Consequently, such areas sustain the 
abject failure of the education system and the departure of 
youth from schools towards mass migration, and negative 
social practices such as drug abuse, which is one of the most 
important factors of youth deviation, and the emergence of 
gangs living on the lowest levels of the rural community, who 
thus became up for grabs for the armed groups.

Lake Chad’s shores have been plagued by drug trafficking 
and weapons smuggling since the crises broke out in re-
cent years, and they have become a transit funneling area 
for smugglers and traffickers coming from central Africa 
to the Maghreb and Europe. Extremist groups use drugs 
in armed operations, and warlords and warmongers often 

push drugged youths into combat zones, or to carry out 
large operations such as suicide attacks.

The situation looks like a vicious circle; the loss of security 
increases smuggling and trafficking drugs and weapons, 
bringing about deterioration of security and banditry. It is 
easy for greedy extremists to manipulate drugged young 
fighters, pushing them to carry out all kinds of operations. 
Extremists also take advantage of the actions of the deci-
sion-makers themselves when distributing grants or aid to 
rural communities to fuel a sense of injustice and griev-
ance, and to stoke conflict among the components of soci-
ety; choosing villages benefiting from government grants is 
often unfair. The warlords and warmongers and extremist 
groups control almost the entire border of Chad; Lake Chad 
is also under their control.

TOOLS AND METHODS
Leaders of religious movements and armed groups resort 
to raising the slogan of jihad for Islam as an ideological 
justification for extremism and violent extremism and to 
concoct legitimacy for their actions and justify the atroc-
ities and practices carried out. Against such a backdrop, 
the youth are between the devil and the deep blue sea. 
The groups offer many religious scriptures, purposefully 
distorted to be subjected to their whims, to lure many into 
joining such groups. Groups have been established against 
an Islamic background and raise the slogan of observing 
and honoring the principles of the Holy Quran, while their 
practices contradict what they preach. Despicably enough, 
they issue summary death sentences, kidnap, take hostag-
es, and rape women treated as captives of war.

Remarkably enough, a new squad of youth from the village 
of Tata Koto emerged in the Islamic arena, which was es-
tablished by a local of the village from Nigeria. The group 
brings together a group of youth of a wide range of job 
backgrounds; teachers, craftsmen along with unemployed 
youth, aged between twenty-five and thirty. The experience 
of this group shows the impact of religious discourse on 
youth, and the inability of adults to control these new sup-
porters, who are attracted by the financial resources they 
gain from joining extremist groups, particularly in rural ar-
eas which severely lack resources.

As a whole, the general appearance of Nigerian religiosity 
is no longer as homogeneous as before. Earlier, the general 
trend of religiosity was Sufi, while it is today characterized 
by the multiplicity of sects and trends unified by the polit-
ical speeches against the rulers and the state in general. 
The Islamic scene in the country is no longer calm, and the 
Sufi religiosity no longer prevails there. 
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 Dr. Ousmanou Adama
Counterterrorism policy includes military strategies, practices and technologies 
used by the government, military, intelligence, law enforcement agencies and the 
business sector to combat and eradicate terrorism. To this effect, the government 
relies on putting into action its strategies through the use of the tools of the 
national authority to paralyze terrorist groups and affiliated networks, 
rendering them helpless to practice any violence, terror or fueling and 
stoking insurgency. The defense and security forces take measures to 
counter any potential or imminent insurgency by preventing any chaos or 
sabotage, while confronting the threat of violence that impacts public 
security. Cameroon has been countering Boko Haram terrorism along 
its northeastern border with Nigeria since May 2014, when the Paris 
Security Summit in the Lake Chad Basin took a unanimous decision 
to fight the said group. Legal provisions have been accordingly 
amended to legalize the fight against terrorism in Cameroon.
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CONCEPTS AND LEGISLATION
Terrorism has recently been more re-
searched and investigated in the Lake 
Chad region. The definition of terrorism 
is also controversial, giving rise to more 
mixed interpretations. According to Lund-
berg, the main factors, among others, 
why an authoritative official definition of 
terrorism is prevented is that the term is 
politicized for analytical characteristics of 
the threat. Others argue that the difficulty 
in defining terrorism stems from the need 
to develop a real meaning of the term.

The term ‘terrorism’ remains vague, al-
though governments and scholars have 
sought to provide a fitting definition by 
introducing any manifestation of uncon-
ventional violence into its concept. Given 
the difference in approach, legal inter-
pretation remains the basic and officially 
recognized definition used by the Camer-
oonian government. The legislative insti-
tution defines terrorism as “the self-as-
sociation with an individual or collective 
institution with the aim of undermining 
public order, manifested by spreading 
terror and panic”. Terrorism is not lim-
ited to the dangerous acts and sabotage 
operations carried out on the ground; 
rather, such practices can be a threat or 
intimidation, hence classified as terrorist, 
which is the defining position required in 
the rule of law.

GOVERNMENTAL REACTIONS
With the terrorist acts ballooning into the 
far north of Cameroon, the government 
has taken several measures against this 
threat. Remarkably enough, although 
counterterrorism goes in line with the 
protection of human rights, the govern-
ment has taken measures that may con-
tradict human rights, including the death 
penalty. As of December 23 of 2014, Cam-
eroon enacted a law to suppress terrorist 
acts, stipulating that the suppression of 
acts of terrorism shall be in accordance 
with the penal code, the code of crimi-
nal procedure and the military judiciary, 
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subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the military courts, 
punishable by death any person who committed directly or 
by complicity or connivance any act or threat that causes 
or may cause death, bodily or material damage, or dam-
age to natural or environmental resources or cultural her-
itage with the intention of terrorizing people or spreading 
terror or forcing the victims, the government, or any na-
tional or international organization to carry out any action, 
abstaining from doing any action, adopting or abandoning 
a position, acting in accordance with certain principles, or 
preventing the normal performance of public services, or 
preventing the provision of basic services to people, or cre-
ating a crisis among people.

Under the foregoing code is subsumed any support for a 
person to achieve such goals by providing and using weap-
ons, war materials, microorganisms or other biological 
agents, especially germs (viruses or bacteria), fungi, toxins, 
chemical, radioactive or narcotic agents. This also applies 
to any financial support for acts of terrorism. If these ac-
tions, however, target vegetation and animals, the penalty 
of life imprisonment shall be applied.

The military option was officially announced to confront 
such disproportionate threat posed by Boko Haram across 
the region, in addition to adopting other, less coercive 
methods with the military option. In March 2016, several 

death sentences were pronounced against people suspect-
ed of belonging to Boko Haram.

CONFRONTATION AND CONTAINMENT
Lake Chad Basin countries, Cameroon, Chad, Niger and Ni-
geria, have made coordinated efforts to combat Boko Ha-
ram with a multinational joint task force. However, such co-
ordination was incomplete and marked with poor planning 
and financing. On the flip side, extremist fighters regroup, 
occupy more territory and launch punitive attacks on Cam-
eroonian army positions and borderline locals. The Cam-
eroonian government was not initially quick to respond to 
the threat of Boko Haram because it is an internal Nigerian 
problem. However, it soon reached an agreement with the 
Lake Chad Basin Commission to participate in the military 
response and coordinate with the multinational joint task 
force under the auspices of the African Union.

Despite the efforts made in the military issue, a good strat-
egy for fighting the various Boko Haram factions around 
Lake Chad does not depend on military operations only, 
but on the ability of the four countries to improve the living 
conditions of their populations and gain their confidence. 
This was especially marked following the negative effects 
of the restrictions imposed after the Marwa attacks in July 
2015, such as banning the veil, closing borders, limiting 
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hours for riding motorcycles and taxis and army violations 
that resulted in increasing social and economic vulnerabil-
ity, pushing part of the population in general and women 
in particular to adopt extremism, with many young people 
joining Boko Haram as was the case of thousands of Cam-
eroonians between 2012 and 2016 out of ideological con-
viction, opportunistic motives or coercion.

The multinational joint force is now convinced that ide-
ology and doctrine cannot be defeated with missiles and 
cannons. Therefore, initiatives have been put in place for 
dialogue between the civilians and the military to serious-
ly develop programs to combat and defuse extremism in 
tandem with the military action. Under these conditions, 
and with inspiration gained from David Galula’s theory, the 
Army is now developing a new paradigm for building trust 
between the civilians and the military.

Accordingly, the military is giving way to soldier doctors, 
builders and teachers, who help the locals of the areas 
impacted by the attacks of Boko Haram, looking forward 
to the return of public services across the country. To fur-
ther consolidate military gains in fighting Boko Haram and 
restore lasting peace in the far north, the Cameroonian 
government has shifted from a security-based approach to 
one based on social and economic development and fight-
ing religious extremism.

Cameroon launched the disarmament, demobilization and 
reintegration operation. In November 2018, President Paul 
Biya signed the decree that provides that this 
program targets Boko Haram fight-
ers in the far north, and the goal 
thereof is to bring back those who 
agree to lay down their weapons to 
civil life. Weapon collection allows 
ex-combatants to access collec-
tion camps and enjoy the support 
of counter-extremism programs. 
The constant care of these indi-
viduals encourages other mem-
bers to surrender, enfeebling 
Boko Haram. The policy of 
General Bubba revealed great 
success in pushing many ac-
tive fighters into voluntary 

surrender, providing them alternatives while ensuring 
their protection.

The Vigilance Committees perform essential action in the 
fight against Boko Haram, such as facilitating the return 
of Boko Haram members to the state, thankfully, due to 
the intelligence provided to the defense forces. Return-
ees were publicly under oath that they would no longer be 
part of Boko Haram. This procedure is an unconventional 
and unconvincing pattern of repentance for grieving and 
bereaved societies that are suddenly required to pardon 
those who committed violent crimes and greatly harmed 
people’s private and public interests.

CONCLUSION 
Cameroon’s counterterrorism policy draws on a set of ju-
dicial procedures, and the government’s top priority is to 
defend the integrity and unity of the state’s territory. This 
may explain at first the purely defensive reaction against 
Boko Haram. By time, the approach of solidarity and coor-
dination between the countries of the Lake Chad Basin has 
soon come into play with a much stronger edition, relying 
heavily on the close cooperation with the locals in the civ-
il-military dialogue to limit Boko Haram attacks and reduce 
human losses, well-aided and supported by the Vigilance 
Committees.

The disarmament, demobilization and reintegration opera-
tion whittled away at the terrorist groups along the Camer-
oon-Nigeria border. Islamic teachings calling for tolerance, 
forgiveness and repentance helped Boko Haram fighters 
to abandon terrorism. Such new methods of addressing 

terrorism require a good amount of time 
to fathom, test and verify their validity 

even though they lead to tangible re-
sults in the short term.

The current positive victories and re-
sults enable the reconstruction, edu-
cation, health and economic develop-

ment, which are likely to be completed 
with the return of public services 

and the Cameroonian state 
to its neighboring 
territory to north-
eastern Nigeria. 
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Hardly can a line of work progress without a code of hon-
or (code of conduct), developed by subject-matter profes-
sionals to set the tone for dos and don’ts. Over the course 
of time, codes of honor have been developed through the 
media locally and internationally. Journalists are thus eth-
ically bound to publish news. One key principle commonly 
used in such charters that should be a bell for media pro-
fessionals closely following up terrorist incidents is that 
a professional journalist observes an ethical obligation to 
well use freedom and authority, making the interest of soci-
ety number-one priority, as it is paramount to the individual 
duties and rights.

Under such charters are subsumed other more detailed 
and microscopic ones, such as media follow-up of elec-
tions, incidents or wars. The media covering terrorism 
lacks an Arab code of honor that guarantees an appropri-
ate, balanced and objective media coverage for terrorism 
that protects and well informs about terrorism.

Given the constant complaints voiced against blunders of 
media coverage, relating to terrorism, such as accusations 
of collusion and conspiracy, it becomes critically important 
to develop a code of honor that better spares the media 
making such howlers; such a code of honor can be devel-
oped by terrorism experts, press and media bodies. Along 
with the well-established principles provided for in the ex-
isting media codes of honor, the draft code of honor could 
equally include a set of key principles:

• Brushing aside intense and repeated media cover-
age that unwittingly drums up for terrorism, while 
unknowingly making terrorists look like swashbuck-
ling heroes that make others spellbound at their de-
monic acts.

• Framing the media follow-up of terrorists as criminals, 
which is meant to be dissociated from political differences.

• Dramatizing narratives that show sympathy for the 
victims of terrorism for humanitarian purposes, while 
encouraging community resilience against terrorism 
and extremism. 

• The media follow-up and coverage of terrorism should 
be balanced, emphasizing the threat of terrorism with-
out exaggeration and avoiding all actions that uninten-
tionally lead up to the achievement of terrorist goals.

• Journalists should be wary of terrorist propaganda; 
terrorist propaganda should not be a reliable source 
of information.

With highly seasoned and veteran journalists and media 
professionals coming together, such a code of honor for 
media can be much better developed. It stands to rea-
son that with a code of honor for media coming into play, 
journalists and media staff can share their information, 
be more aware of misinformation, exercise more caution 
against terrorist narratives and shy away any rumors and 
propagandas; they cannot build their media coverage and 
follow-up merely on baseless and spurious evidence rid-
dled with mendacity and illusion.

The development and implementation of such a code of 
honor for media fills a major gap in counterterrorism ef-
forts. Equally important, such a code of honor for media 
helps to remove terrorist content concocted online. It also 
helps to eliminate opportunities for terrorists to exploit the 
media to achieve their ends. Fortunately, Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI) and machine learning tools hand in hand with 
specialists better help social media platforms to filter out 
terrorist content. 

Ashour Ibrahim Aljuhani
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